





JPRS 75480 
11 April 1980 


Latin America Report 


No. 2134 


FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 








NOTE 


JPRS publications contain information primarily from foreign 
newspapers, periodicals and books, but also from news agency 
transmissions and broadcasts. Materials from foreign-language 
sources are translated; those from English-language sources 
are transcribed or reprinted, with the original phrasing and 
other characteristics retained. 


Headlines, editorial reports, and material enclosed in brackets 
{] are supplied by JPRS. Processing indicators such as [Text] 
or [Excerpt] in the first line of each item, or following the 
last line of a brief, indicate how the original information was 
processed. Where no processing indicator is given, the infor- 
mation was summarized or extracted. 


Unfamiliar names rendered phonetically or transliterated are 
enclosed in parentheses. Words or names preceded by a ques- 
tion mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear in the 
original but have been supplied as appropriate in context. 
Other unattributed parenthetical notes within the body of an 
item originate with the source. Times within items are as 
given by source. 


The contents of this publication in no way represent the poli- 
cies, views or attitudes of the U.S. Government. 


PROCUREMENT OF PUBLICATIONS 


JPRS publications may be ordered from the National Technical 
Information Service, Springfield, Virginia 22161. In order- 
ing, it is recommended that the JPRS number, title, date and 
author, if applicable, of publication be cited. 


Current JPRS publications are announced in e t r 
Announcements issued semi-monthly by the National cal 
Information Service, and are listed in the Mouth Ly catilog of 
U.S. Government Publications issued by the Superintendent o 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. 


Indexes to this report (by keyword, author, personal names, 
title and series) are available from Bell & Howell, Old 
Mansfield Road, Wooster, Ohio 44691. 


Correspondence pertaining to matters other than procurement 
may be addressed to Joint Publications Research Service, 
1000 North Giebe Road, Arlington, Virginia 22201. 





JPRS 75480 
1l April 1980 


LATIN AMERICA REPORT 


No, 2134 


CONTENTS PAGE 
INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


Salvadoran Majano Accused of Having Mexican Communist Party 
Ties 
(Various sources, 11 Mar 80) ..cccccccccccccccececeeese 1 


Majano Denies Ties 
U.S. Supporting Majano, by Mario Ribas Montes 
Alleged Membership Card Published 


Central Bank No Longer Buying Salvadoran Currency 
(DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA, 12 Mar 80) seeeereeeeeeeeeee 7 


SELA Initiates Multinational Fishing Program 
(EL UNI VERSO, 14 Mar 80) eee eeeeeeeeeer eee eeeeeeeeeeeee 8 





COLOMBIA 


Guerrillas Hold Town for 7 Hours, Flee 
(Cadena Radial Super, 30 Mar 0) 10 


Takeover in Arauca, by R. Rincon Hernendez 
Guerrilla Casualties, by R. Rincon Hernandez 


Briefs 
Trials of FARC Members 12 
New Police Chief 12 
COSTA RICA 
Association of Journalists Opposes Restrictions on Freedom 
of Press 
(Various sources, various dates) .....cccccccccccccees 13 


-a- [III - LA = 144] 














CONTENTS (Continued) 


CUBA 


Journalists Score IAPA Statement 
President To Enforce Laws 
Carazo Should Cite Abuses 


Briefs 
Carazo Scored for Ignoring Advice 
Agricultural Pact with Israel 
Czechos lovakia Offers Technical Assistance 


Political, Economic Talks with France Reported 
(Havana Domestic Service, various dates) ..scccseceess 


Joint Commission Meeting Opens 
Rodriguez-Stirm Talks 

Stirn's Economic Tour 

Economic Protocol Signed 


Dissident Cuban Poet Heberto Padilla Leaves Country 
(LISTIN DIARIO, 20 Mar 80) eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Castro Addresses Problems Besetting Economy 
(GRANMA, 14, 15 Feb 80) eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Sugarcane Disease Improves Prices 
Castro Misquoted on Sugar Prices 


Briefs 
London Sugar Conference 
Sugar Mill Award 
Food Industry Work Organization Delay 
New Nicaraguan Envoy 
British Trade Delegation 
Machado in Villa Clara 
Ambassador to Luxembourg 
More Nicaraguan Students 
Juceplan Anniversary Ceremony 
Puerto Rican Fighters Honored 
Grobart Meets CPSU Official 


ECUADOR 





Steps Taken To Avoid Import of Oil Derivatives 
(EL COMERCIO, 7 Mar 80) eeeeeneeneeeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeene 


Page 


15 
15 
15 


16 


18 


19 


24 
24 
24 
25 
25 
25 
25 
26 
26 
26 
27 


28 











CONTENTS (Continued ) Page 


Secoya Oil Field To Begin Production in 18 Months 
(EL COMERCIO, 13 Mar 80) eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 30 


EL SALVADOR 


Reportage on Alleged Killing of BPR Secretary Juan Chacon 
(Various sources, 28, 29 Mar 80) ..cecccccccccceesececs 31 


Chacon Reported Killed 

BPR Denies Chacon Dead 

U.S. Ambassador Confirms Death 

Chacon To Attend Conference 

Chacon Interviewed by AFP 

False Report Explained 

False Report U.S. 'Maneuver' 

Chacon's Safety Is U.S. Responsibility 


Reportage on Death of Archbishop Romero 
(Various sources, various dateS) ...ceccccccceccccecess 35 


FAPU Undaunted 

Newspaper Scores Death, Editorial 

Junta Warns Against Exploitation, by Mauro Espinoza 
Fernandez 

FPL Lear ar Blames U.S. 

MLP Blames Junta, Others 

FPL's Carpio Issues Statement 

FBI To Help Investigate 

Curia Rules Out Leftists 

Army Condemns Death 


Government Reacts to Bishops’ Statement on Funeral Incidents 
(AFP, 31 Mar 80) eeeeeneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeeeeee@¢ 44 


Junta Repeats Charge that Leftists To Blame for Violence 
at Funeral 
(Mauro Espinoza; ACAN, 31 Mar 80) ..ccccccccccccccccecs 46 


Junta Member Urges People To Cooperate with Government 
(DIARIO DE HOY, 28 Mar 80) eeeeeeeeceeeeeaeeeceeeeeeneeeeee 48 


"L'UNITA': El Salvador's Alberto Ramos Scores Junta's 
‘Cosmetic’ Moves 
(Alberto Ramos Interview; L'UNITA, 26 Mar 80) ......... 49 











CONTENTS (Continued ) Page 


Salvadoran Leftists Deny Responsibility for 30 March 
Incidents 
(Paul Rutler; AFP, 31 Mar 80) CeCe eee ee ee 50 


MNR Criticizes PDC in Press Release 
(LA CRONICA DEL PUEBLO, 28 Mar 80) eeeeeeeeneeeeveeeeeeeee 52 


Journalists 'Reassured' Regarding Freedom of Expression 
(Rafael Hasbun; EL DIARIO DE HOY, 26 Mar 80) ...ccceeees 54 


Majano, Duarte Speak to Foreign Newsmen 
(EL DIARIO DE HOY, 22 Mar 80) eeeeeev eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeee 55 


Columnist Analyzes Helms-White Agrarian Reform Views 
(Rafael Asbun; EL DIARIO DE HOY, 25 Mar 80) ...csecoeess 57 


Majano Says Economy Needs $300 Miliion 
(Mauro Espinoza; ACAN, 22 Mar 80) ...cccccccccccccceeses 59 


Coffee Growers Insist Free Market System Best 
(LA PRENSA GRAFICA, 16 Mar 80) eeeeeoeeaeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 61 





Briefs 
*"NARODNA ARMIYA' Interviews Revolutionaries 62 
Minister Explains Resignation 62 
Mexican Newsman Leaves Country 63 
Interior Minister on Democracy 63 
WPC Condemns U.S. 63 
Owners’ Persoual Effects Returned 64 
‘U.S. Ready To Intervene' 64 
GUATEMALA 


Salvadoran Political Situation Analyzed 
(Various sources, various dateS) ..cccccccecsccsececeees 65 


Attempts To Establish Communism, Editorial by 
Mario Ribas Montes 
Neighborly Concern, Editorial 


FUR Charges Two Leaders Spreading Party Lies 
(Guatemala City Radio Nuevo Mundo, 22 Mar 80) . .. ....... 68 


Guatemalan Guerrilla Says Fight Will Continue 
(Havana Domestic Service, 28 Mar 80) .....eccccccccccces 70 











CONTENTS (Continued ) 


Havana Interviews Guatemalan Revolutionary Eva Ruiz 
(Lisette Victor; Havana Domestic Service, 22 Mar 80) .... 


Peasants Union Declaration Claims Wage Abuses 
(Guatemala City Radio Mundial, 21 Mar 80) e*eeeoeeeaeeeeeeeneee 


Briefs 
MLN Leader's Comments 
Central American Struggle Lauded 
Guerrilla Training Abroad 


HONDURAS 


Groups Outline Electoral Positions at Political Forum 
(Armando Cerrato; ACAN, 20 Mar 80) ..cccccceccccevececes 


Spokesman Views U.S. Report on Cuban Arms to Fl Salvador 
(ACAN-EFE, 27 Mar 80) eeeeeev eee eeeeeeeeeeveeeeeeeeeeaeeaeneeee 


Honduran Station Views Archbishop's Assassin. -ion, 
Salvadoran Situation 
(San Salvador Domestic Service, 25 Mar 80) .eesccccceees 


Briefs 
20 April Election Protection 
Army Denies Seeking Guerrillas 
Taiwan Ambassador Presents Credentials 
Coffee Export Figures 


NICARAGUA 


Robelo Says Unity of Nicaraguans Most Important Now 
(LA PRENSA, 24 Mar 80) eeeeeeeeaeeeaeeeeeaeeeeeeeeee eeeee 


Carrion Defends Army's Right To Be Called sondinist 
(BARRICADA, 24 Mar 80) eeeneeeeeeeeeee eee eeeeeneaeeaeane ee eee 


Armed Forces Meeting Held at Espana Stadium 
(Maria Elena Arcola; Managua Radio Sandino, 28 Mar 80) 


Romero's Death Seen as Signaling End of PDC 
(Managua Radio Sandino, 26 war 80) eeeeeeeaeaeeeeeaeeaeeeee 


Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Describes Salvadoran Violence 
(Miguel d‘Escoto Brockman Interview; 31 Mar 80) ....... 








Page 


71 


73 


75 
75 
75 


76 


79 


80 


82 


82 


82 


83 


84 


87 


90 


92 


94 











CONTENTS (Continued ) Page 


Imperialism Cannot Isolate Country from World 
(Wilfredo Lopez; Managua Radio Sandi ~, 29 Mar 80) ...... %6 


Nicaraguan Leaders Sign Agreements in Bulgaria 
(Managua Domestic Service, 27 Mar 80) wosecececsveccesees 98 


D'Escoto Explains Church's Role in Revolutions 
(Miguel d'Escoto Interview; Managua Radio Mundial 
26 Mar 80) eeeeeeev eee eeeeev ee eee eevee eeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeaeaeeeaeee 100 


COSEP, Junta ‘eet To Solve Economic Problems 
(Various sources, various dateS) ..csesccececeeveseeseses 102 


Coordination Stressed 
COféP Outlines Positions 
Ortega's Comments 


Pastora Scores Sabotage Against Economy 
(AFP, 25 Mar 80) eeeeeeae eevee eeeeeee eee eaeeea eee eeeaeeeee ee 105 


Private Sector Spokesman Censures Colleagues’ Indifference 
(Luis Hernandez; LA PRENSA, 22 Mar 80) ...cccsececeseeees 107 


Briefs 
Students in Cuba 109 
New Honduran Consul 109 
Loan Denial Cancels Projects 109 








INTER=AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


SALVADORAN MAJANO ACCUSED OF HAVING MEXICAN COMMUNIST PARTY TIES 


Majano Denies Ties 
Guatemala City EL IMPARCIAL in Spanish 11 Mar pp l, 9 


[Text] San Salvador, 11 March (ACAN-EFE)--Col Adolfo Arnoldo Majano of 
the El Salvador Government Revolutionary Junta said today, Tuesday, that 
the accusation that he is a communist, made today in Guatemalan news- 
papers, "is a lie by the right." 


He added that those who oppose the structural changes accomplished in 

El Salvador are the ones who now devote themselves to defaming him with 
the obvious intention of justifying any conspiracy against the democratic 
process in that Centrel American country. 


The announcement was sponsored in the Guatemalan newspaper PRENSA LIBRE 
by a group called the "Legion of Volunteers of the Caribbean and Central 
America,” and by the "Central American Nationalist Organization." It is 
the first time that mention of both organizations has been heard in the 
regional area. 


An official source close to the government told ACAN-EFE this morning 
that the right continues to use the same tactics put into practice in 
El Salvador during the past 30 years. 


He added that it was not unlikely that behind these announcements 

there is an alleged "broad national front" (FAN), which uses a discharged 
military man, Maj Roberto D'Abuisson, as a spokesman. He was a member 

of the politicai police during the administration of overthrown Gen 
Carlos Humberto Romero. 


D'Abuisson has been singled out here by leftist groups as the principal 
leader of the clandestine ultrarightist terrorist organization White War 
Union (UGB), something he has denied publicly. 














Majano said there was an obvious intention in the announcement of 
dividing the Salvadoran armed forces with the accusation that he is a 
communist. 


He recalled that in his speech presenting the agrarian reform he had 
made reference to these groups "who use the wornout expedient of calling 
everything that means an effort to attain social justice, communism." 


Ambassador Speaks 


"It is absolutely false that I am enrolled in the Mexican Communist 
Party. This ‘4s a common maneuver the Salvadoran opposition has always 
used to discredit the chiefs of state," answered Col Adolfo Majano of 

the El Salvador Military Junta this morning, when he was questioned about 
the accusation that he is a member of the Mexican Communist Party. 


The answer was given by the high Salvadoran military commander through 
the ambassador of that country, Dr Francisco Bertrand Galindo, who in 
turn was interviewed by EL IMPARCIAL. 


"Remember," Colonel Majano is alleged to have said, "that the opposition 
used this same expedient against Colonel Osorio, who was said to be a 
member of the Mexican Communist Party; Colonel Sanchez was also charged 
in a similar manner and it was said that Colonel Rivera was a member of 
the Italian Communist Party. All of that was cleared up in time." 


"Colonel Majano referred to the advances in sociopolitical matters El 
Salvador has achieved, saying that the campaign of discredit which has 
been initiated is a result of them. This campaign does not surprise 
anyone in the country--although it could do so abroad--since it has been 
used before with the same malicious objectives," said Ambassador Bertrand 
Galindo. According to the accusation made, Colonel Majano joined the 
Mexican Communist Party in April 1975. 


U.S. Supporting Majano 
Guatemala City EL IMPARCIAL in Spanish 11 Mar 80 p 2 
[Column by Mario Ribas Montes: "A Bird is Recognized by His Feathers") 


[Text] A very interesting document is circulating in Guatemala in the 
written and spoken press. It is the application by the strong man of the 
El Salvador Revolutionary Junta, Col Arnoldo Majano Ramos, for enrollment 
in the Mexican Communist Party. The document is dated 9 April 1975 and 
all indications are that it is genuine because it has the signature of 
the man concerned and most of his personal history. 














This fact by itself explains several things, which up to now were some- 
what confused in the political process our neighbor is undergoing, and 

it adds another element ot the suspected tactic being applied in Central 
America under the pretext that Marxist subverious should be ended in this 
region. Col Majano Ramos is the pet child of the U.S, Department of 
State to such an extreme that his position is maintained exclusively on 
the basis «©! the support given him by North American diplomats against 
the wishes -he majority of the commanders and officers of the 
Salvadoran Army. 

"A bird is recognized by his feathers," says the well-known adage and 
in that respect the El Salvador Revolutionary Junta is applying an 
agrarian reform of the type that was applied in communist Chile at the 
beginning of its revolution. According to statements by representatives 
of Salvadoran private businessmen, particularly farm owners, who came to 
Guatemala last weeke:. the army entered almost 400 farms and expropri- 
ated them for dietributi on among the peasants, taking advantage of the 
state of seige in effe. to prevent any right to complain by the 
Cuscatleco landowners. 


Those landowners explained that there was not even a prior measurement 
of land to establish the size and worth of rural properties, whose 
owners will be partially indemnified by means of an economic "help" the 
U.S. Government has offered Colonel Majano Ramos for this agrarian 
program. 


In addition to the robbery that this reform represents, the Salvadoran 
economy is going to suffer a setback because agricultural production is 
going to decline considerably for at least the first 5 years after the 
transfer of land ownership. The Salvadoran peasant will not be able 

to maintain normal prod. ‘tion levels without large amounts of money from 
the government and the necessary technical assistance, not only for 
growing basic products, but also for their marketing. 


Figures provided officially on violence in El Salvador indicate that in 
the months the present junta has been in power there have been at least 
2,000 deaths, a consecration of human rights. However, according to 
the majority of Salvadorans, "the worst is yet to come," because it is 
probable that a civil war will be unleashed in the country due to the 
inability of the Junta to control the actions of extremist subversive 
groups. 


Several Central American organizations warned public opinion yesterday 
about the possibility that the Revolutionary Junta will nationalize the 
press just as it nationalized the banks by decree some days ago. This 
nationalization would be part of the plan to silence any attempts at 
criticizing or opposing the excesses the Junta is committing in its 
demagogic endeavors with which it pleases neither God nor the devil. 





At the same time that the extreme left continues to harass the Junta 
because it does not approve of its dealings with the Christian Democrats; 
the right has become aware that the government has become a cure that is 
worse than the disease, since with the argument that it must crush the 
extremists, it is indulging in the worst extremes. 


While all this is happening, Metropolitan Archbishop Monsignor Oscar 
Romero continues to thunder in the churches in favor of subversion. 

The wire agencies report that this pastor of misguided souls looks for 
cadavers and takes them to the church to lend greater melodrama to his 
Sunday homilies, which he uses to make harsh criticisms of the government 


Alleged Membership Card Published 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 11 Mar 80 p 11 


[Paid announcement sponsored by the Central American National Organization 
(ONC) and the Legion of Volunteers of the Caribbean and Central America] 


[Text] Warning, Central America, warniig Guatemala, warning El Salvador; 
communism rules in El Salvador. 


(Communist Party file card on Col Adolfo Arnoldo Majano Ramos, member 
of the Government Revolutionary Junta of El Salvador). 


This proves the statement made by Secretary General of the Salvadoran 
Communist Party Shaffik Handal at the Latin American Communist Party 
Conference held in San Jose, Costa Rica (December 1979): 


"The only Salvadoran military man who is a member of the Government 
Junta and of the Armed Forces High Command who has the credibility and 
trust for the objectives of our plans is Colonel Majano," (Verbatim 
from the PCS [Salvadoran Communist Party] document). 


Also confirming his Marxist-Leninist commitment is the fact that none 

of the blackmailing publications of the murdering terrorist organ- 
izations (FPL [Popular Liberation Forces], ERP [People's Revolutionary 
Army], RN [National Resistance], FAPU [United Popular Action Front ] 

BPR [Popular Revolutionary Bloc], LP28 [expansion unknown] ) mention 

him with some descriptive adjective (murderer, fascist, corrupt or member 
of the military tyranny). 


That is why the communist Majano used the Salvadoran Armed Forces as part 
of the international Marxist-Leninist escalation in the shameless attack 
and robbery of agricultural properties, banks and businesses. Next will 
be industries, housing and, finally, freedom, just as in Russia, Cuba 

and Nicaragua. 
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Could Carter, the trickster Bowderl, Vaky or any other of their stripe 
in the Department of State, after the sell-out of Iran, the surrender of 
Afghanistan, the betrayal of Nationalist China and their gangsterism in 
Nicaragua and El Salvador, deny their alliance with Marxist-Leninist 
Socialiem or International Communism? 


In view of so many betrayals by Carter (surrender) and the Department of 
State, who will be next? 


United for Freedom. Central America, yes; Communism, no. Central 
American Nationalist Organization (ONC), Legion of Volunteers of the 
Caribbean and Central Am rica. 


Key: 

1. Membership application 

2. Mexican Communist Party 

3. Name and surnames: Adolfo Arnoldo Majano Ramos 

4. Date of birth: 21 April 1938 

5. Home address: 

6. Home address, [continued]: San Salvador, El Salvador 
7. Profession or trade: military 

8. Place of work or study: ES6 ~- DEM 

9. Date: 9 April 1975 


10. Signature of requester: 

ll. Regional committee--- Sectional Committee--- 

12. Remarks: By agreement of the PCM Central Committee, this comrade 
remains under the orders of the secretary general of the Central 
Committee. 

13. Personal code  —_ Number Code 

14. Proletariat of all countries, unite! 


8908 
cso: 3010 














INTER“AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CENTRAL BANK NO LONGER BUYING SALVADORAN CURRENCY 
Guatemala City DI*®10 DE CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 12 Mar 80 p 16 


[Text] The Central Reserve Bank of El Salvador has informed the Bank of 
Guatemala that it has suspended the purchase of Salvadoran colones, within 
the framework of the quota which had previously been established for 
Guatemalan banks. 


As. is well known, on 21 February 1974, the Central Reserve Bank of El Salvador, 
as the result of the exchange controls imposed in that country, set quotas for 
the purchase of Salvadoran colones from the central banks of the other Central 
American countries, in accordance with established agreements. 


As regards Guatemala, the quota was set at 1.25 million Salvadoran colones 
per month, equal to 500,000 quetzales, an amount which the Bank of Guatemala 
allocated equally among its agencies and banks in the system. 


Now, however, the president of the Central Reserve Bank of El Salvador has 
sent a cable to the president of the Bank of Guatemala requesting that he 
issue his instructions so that effective today, 12 March, the purchase of 
Salvadoran colones can be suspended. 


The message in part reads as follows: “Please issue your instructions so 
that effective 12 March, until further notice, the purchase of Salvadoran 
colones representing the monthly quota of 1.25 million colones which this 
Central Bank authorized on 21 February 1974 can be suspended." 


Operations Continue by Check 


However, note should be taken of the fact that there has been no change in 
commercial transactions in Guatemala which are covered by checks issued in 
El Salvador and which are duly certified and authorized by the Exchange 
Control Department of the Central Bank of that country. 


Accordingly, the Bank of Guatemala has notified all interested parties, par- 
ticularly businessmen and industrialists that they will be given normal service 
as in the past by banks in the system provided payment is made by check in 
Salvadoran colones authorized by the Central Reserve Bank of El Salvador, the 
mechanisms for which have undergone no change. 


8143 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


SELA INITIATES MULTINATIONAL I ‘SHING PROGRAM 
Guayaquil E!. UNIVERSO in Spanish '4 Mar 80 p 15 


[Text] Under the auspices of the Sk'A [Latin American Economic System | 
Action Committee on Salt and Fresh Wa-er Products, and Ecuador's Ministry 
of Natural Resources, through its Fishing Undersecretariat, headed by 
commercial engineer Tuly Loor Argotte, the Technical Committee on 
Aquiculture was formed last night in Guayaquil. Participating were 
delegates from Costa Rica, Cuba, Honduras, Guatemala, Mexico, Venezuela 
and Ecuador. 


Diplomatic envoys and representatives of the public and private fishing 
industries attended the inaugural ceremonies, which were held in the main 
hall of the Advanced Polytechnic School of the Coast. 


Objectives 


The objective of the meeting is to implement a multinational pilot program 
for fishing, the purpose of which is to supply food to the rural popula- 
tions of these countries, in accordance with projects being promoted by 
SELA's Action Committee o. Salt and Fresh Water Products. 


In a‘'dition to the delegates of the aforementioned countries, Dr Richard 
Pretto, president of the Technical Committee, and Dr Juan Jose Cardenas, 
secretary general of the SELA Committee, took part in the event. 


The secretary general, Dr Cardenas, had just returned from signing an 
agreement with the regional headquarters of the FAO in Santiago, Chile, to 
promote fishing products to supply food to half of Latin America's popula- 
tion. 


The visiting experts, accompanied by Marcos Zambarano Z., director general 
of fishing; economist Andres Estrella, director of aquiculture; engineer 
Simon Perez, assistant director, and economist Gladys Contreras, visited 
the shrimp fishing zones at Balao, where they observed the development of 
this resource, which is being intensified in our environment. 








The joint working sessions with delegates will continue today and tomorrow 
at the Fishing Administration premises, 


Undersecretariat's Participation 


In the name of the national government, commercial engireer Tuly Loor 
Argotte officially inaugurated the Opening Session of tne Technical 
Committee, saying: "May this third meeting which is going to be held in 
Guayaquil be a strong and indestructible link in the process of integra- 
tion, which all Latin Americans yearn to see as quickly as possible." 


"It is extremely gratifying to all of us here at this meeting to have with 
us Cuba and the other members, with all of their experience and technology. 
Undoubtedly they will contribute whatever they know to the benefit of 
Project 5, on which we are meeting here today, so that we may obtain the 
best results from it,” he added, 


Scientific Research 


Fishing Resources Undersecretary Tuly Loor A. continued, noting: "With 
the growing progress of scientific research at a world-wide level, 
especially in the Latin American countries in the past few years, we 
should all be conscious of joining our efforts on the level of an exchange 
of knowledge and scientific experience through publications and studies 
which are basic to our future development." 


Support 


"The democratic government of Ecuador expresses its great satisfaction with 
the formation of the Project 5 Technical Committee of SELA's Aquiculture 
Research Centers Systems, From its very inception, this committee began to 
yield the first fruits of its work, and we can assure you that we will 
give all our support to the fulfilment of its objectives," he declared in 
another part of his speech. 


New Sources 


Hie went on to say that, “As we know, salt and fresh-water fishing produc- 
rien has already reached its limits in many parts of the world. We are not 
Girecting our efforts toward aquicultuce just to create additional sources 
of protein; however, these efforts should forestall periods in which fish- 
ing production, viewed within this framework, will no longer satisfy nutri- 
rional needs.” 


Our present situation in Latin America and our problems in providing nvutri- 
tion and jobs are serious. We must solve them quickly in order to balance 
che technical, social and economic development of our times, 
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COLOMBIA 


GUERRILLAS HOLD TOWN FOR 7 HOURS, FLEE 

Takeover in Arauca 
PA302036 Bogota Cadena Radial Super in Spanish 1730 GMT 30 Mar 80 PA 
[Report by R. Rincon Hernandez] 


[Text] Villavicencio--The names of the two rural administrative department 
of security agents who were shot dead by the Guadalupe Salcedo guerrilla 
group of the 10th Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia Front which took 
over [words indistinct] at 2100 on Friday in Arauca., The names of the 
agents killed in the call of duty are Alvaro Chavez Diaz and Angel de Jesus 
Marin who, along with the police, opposed the attack of the insurgents who 
remained in the township until 0400 yesterday, that is, for 7 hours, They 
then fled to an unspecified location. 


The insurgents, according to reports given to Supernoticias [name of news- 
cast], totaled about 60. It has been confirmed that they were in possession 
of modern firearms and much ammmition. They shouted slogans and left guer- 
rilla propaganda. They also damaged the police station and the archives 


Supernoticias reporters found out that the insurgents took off with police 
weapons and ammunition including, 3 M-1 carbines, 8 [word indistinct], 400 
cartridges, 2 revolvers and the communications radio which was later found 
lying out on a street. It was also learned that Pedro Antonio Bolanos 
Cabrera, a police agent, was shot in the leg and rushed to a capital city 
clinic. 


Guerrilla Casualties 
PA302037 Bogota Cadena Radial Super in Spanish 1730 GMT 30 Mar 80 PA 
[Report by R. Rincon Hernandez] 


[Text] Villavicencio--In a courageous action, national police and rural 
administrative department of security agents who fought off an attack on 


10 











Fortuna in Arauca, killed an insurgent and injured an unspecified number 
of other guerrillas, After the 7-hour takeover, the guerrillas fled taking 
their dead and wounded. Their identities could aot be determined, 


It seems the body was not left behind to keep someone from identifying it 
and linking the person to the other criminals so that the identity of other 


commando unit members might have been surmised. Brigade and police patrols 
are jointly pursuing the seditious individuals. 


cso: 3010 
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COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


TRIALS OF FARC MEMBERS--Bogota--The public hearing of the verbal court- 
martial to try more than 50 people accused of belonging to the self-styled 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia [FARC] will begin on 15 April. The 
court-martial of 50 accueed, 10 of them in absentia, will be formally re- 
sumed today at the training school of the (Baraya) Battalion Engineers Corps. 
Some of them have been accused of killing seven soldiers in Yacopi after 
alleged FARC operatives dynamited a military convoy. Some 185 turns for 
questioning were taken before resuming the regular hearings. No cort-martial 
was called for Manuel Mar.landa Velez and Jacobo (de Arenas) due to the 

work of their counsel Humberto (Priales) de la Rosa. He claimed there was 
no legal reason to court-martial them since no specific charges had been 
filed against [words indistinct] and they had already been condemned for 
rebelliousness in Neiva and Chaparral and couid not be tried twice as 
masterminds of the rural guerrillas. [Text] [PA011917 Bogota Cadena 

Radial Super in Spanish 1100 GMT 1 Apr 80 PA] 


NEW POLICE CHIEF--Col Gilberto Sanclemente Velasquez has become chief of 
police in Bogota to replace Col Jorge Arturo Pineda Osorio. who was chosen 
to take courses in national defense. [PA302117 Bogota Cadena Radial Super 
in Spanish 2330 GMT 28 Mar 80 PA] 


CSO: 3010 
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COSTA RICA 


ASSOCIATION OF JOURNALISTS OPPOSES RESTRICTIONS ON FREEDOM OF PRESS 
Journalists Score IAPA Statement 
PA232347 Panama City Televisora Nacional in Spanish 2330 GMT 22 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] The Association of Journalists of Costa Rica has sharply answered 
the Inter-American Press Association's [IAPA] statement on freedom of ex- 
pression. IAPA is an entity composed of owners and directors of means of 
communication in the hemisphere. 


The Costa Rican journalists have also manifested their disagreement with 
IAPA because this organization opposes the existence of professional 
schools that regulate the exercise of journalism, Their association has 
stated that it clearly understands that IAPA should struggle to eliminate 
all entities opposed to a prepotent and transnational domination of com- 
munications. 


The Costa Rican journalists association added that it will never accept 
the imposition of intellectual and economic standards on freedom of the 
press in Costa Rica. 


President To Enforce Laws 
PA220425 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 0100 GMT 22 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] Admitting that there has been a violation of the charter of the 
newsmens association, President Carazo promised the board of directors of 
the ssociation that he would enforce existing legal provisions in this re- 
gard. 


President Carazo told the members of the board of directors that at the next 
government council he wili ask his ministers and presidents of autonomous 
institutions to enforce the law and proceed to dismiss persons who are 
functioning as journalists illegally. 
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Carazo Should Cite Abuses 
PA231650 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 1330 GMT 23 Mar 80 Pe 
[Text] A statement released by the executive board of the Costa Rican 
newsmen's association has urged President Rodrigo Carazo to publicly give 
the names and cite specific instances of the improper conduct committed 


by Costa Rican newsmen that he criticized during the recent Inter-American 
Press Association meeting held here. 


cso: 3010 
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COSTA RICA 


BRIEFS 


CARAZO SCORED FOR IGNORING ADVICE--The Fatherland Before Party [Antes Patria 
Que Partido] has ended its unbiased mission, The group sent a letter to 
President Rodrigo Carazo Odio asking him respectfully to assume another 
stand since, if he is more calm and if he corrects himself, he could create 
the climate that is necessary for Costa Rica to face its crisis. The above 
has to do with a document sent by four former presidents of the republic 

to Carazo asking him to reorganize the cabinet and the boards of dtrectors 
of the various decentralized institutions. The Fatherland Before Party adds 
that the document forwarded by the former prewidents is not a political 
maneuver and that it represents the efforts of all democratic sectors in 
view of the deep crisis we are enduring. The president frustrated a move- 
ment of true national unity, which all the social sectors of the nation 
demand urgently. The president's remarks regarding this document are offen- 
sive to his predecessors and overlook the good intentions, the constructive 
spirit and the broad-mindedness of the message, adds the group. According 
to Fatherland Before Party, President Carazo has lost his equanimity and 

did not take enough time to analyze and reply to a document that is so im- 
portant as the document from the former presidents. He allowed himself to 
be emotionally guided and he didn't read the main issue; the crisis facing 
the nation and the need for us all to unite in order to overcome it. 
[Excerpt] [PA201445 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 1200 GMT 20 Mar 80 PA] 


AGRICULTURAL PACT WITH ISRAEL--Costa Rica and Israel have signed an agree- 

ment for technical aid in the area of agriculture. The agreement will last 
l year, after which time it may be extended, The ceremony for the signing 

of the agreement was attended by the Israeli ambassador and by Costa Rican 

officials from the Agriculture and Planning ministries, [PA310200 San Jose 
Radio Reloj in Spanish 0100 GMT 29 Mar 80 PA] 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA OFFERS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE--The Czechoslovak Government has 
offered technical assistance and the sale of technology for the development 
of a floating hotel program in Tortuguero lagoon. This type of technology 
is very advanced in Czechoslovakia and so the offer has been made to Costa 
Rican industrialists to carry out the project. At the end of the negotia- 
tions by the joint Czechoslovak-Costa Rican committee reviewing the commer- 
cial treaties, the Czechoslovak Government suggested the possibility of set- 
ting up a factory in this country to extract insulin from the pancreas of 
cattle slaughtered in (MontecilTos) and the Czechoslovaks have offered to 
sell the equipment needed for the factory. [Text] [PA311424 San Jose Radio 
Reloj in Spanish 1200 GMT 31 Mar 80 PA] 
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CUBA 


POLITICAL, ECONOMIC TALKS WITH FRANCE REPORTED 
Joint Commission Meeting Opens 
FL252148 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2130 GMT 25 Mar 80 FL 


[Text] The fifth meeting of the Cuban-French joint commission for economic 
and industrial cooperation has opened in Havana under the chairmanship of 
Rene Anillo, Cuban interim minister of foreign affairs, and Olivier Stirn, 
French secretary of state to the Foreign Ministry. 


Anillo emphasized that trade between our country and the French nation 
amounted to 61 million pesos last year and that France is Cuba's third 
largest trade partner among the developed capitalist countries. He ex- 
plained that increased cooperation is expected in several projects, such 

as the fertilizer factory in Cienfuegos, a plant for automobile spare parts, 
a rolled steel plant and a hotel currently under construction in Varadero 
with French assistance. 


Rodriguez-Stirn Talks 
FL261157 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 26 Mar 80 FL 


[Text] Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, vice president of the Councils of State 
and Ministers, and his visitor Olivier Stirn, French secretary of state 

for foreign affairs, have held a cordial meeting in Havana. Fundamental 
problems related to the international situation and France and Cuba's posi- 
tions in this regard was one of the subjects of the talks as well as the 
possibility of systematic cooperation between the governments of the two 
countries, Olivier Stirn and his delegation is attending in Havana the 

5th meeting of the joint commission for economic and industrial cooperation 
between Cuba and France. The meeting will end tomorrow with the signing 

of a protocol. 


Stirn's Economic Tour 


FL270114 Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 27 Mar 80 FL 


[Text] Olivier Stirn, French secretary of state for foreign affairs, and 
the delegation that is accompanying him today visited the installations of 
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the Camilo Cienfuegos sugar mill. Rene Anillo, interim foreign minister, 
and Gregorio Ortega, Cuban ambassador to France, were present for the Cuba 
side, French ambassador to Cuba Pierre Renard also was there, 


The visitors were interested in the sugar production process, the yields 
obtained and the development achieved in our top industry since the triumph 
of the revolution, 


Later, the French delegation went to Valles de Picadura livestock breeding 
farm where they toured the dairies, observed the beautiful view from the 
Mirador and were interested in the feed used and milk production at the 
farm. The French delegation is in our country to participate in the fifth 
meeting of the Cuban-French joint commission for economic and industrial 
cooperation. Ramon Castro, director of the farm, invited the visitors to 
tour the homes of peasants who work in Valles de Picadura, 


Economic Protocol Signed 
FL272043 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2023 GMT 27 Mar 80 FL 


[Text] The protocol of the fifth meeting of the Cuban-French joint com- 
mission for economic and industrial cooperation was signed in Havana today. 
Rene Anillo, Cuban interim minister of foreign affairs, and Olivier Stirn, 
French secretary of state for foreign affairs, signed the document at the 
conclusion of 3 days of work by the two delegations headed by the afore- 
mentioned officials. 


The document contains the results of talks held during the meeting and 
meetings of the French secretary of state with Cuban officials, Matters 
concerned with trade between Cuba and France as well as economic, indus- 
trial and financial aspects were discussed at the talks which were conducted 
in an atmosphere of cordia’ity and fruitful cooperation that was established 
at the meeting. 


cso: 3010 
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CUBA 


DISSIDENT CUBAN POET HEBERTO PADILLA LEAVES COUNTRY 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 20 Mar 80 p 13-A 


[Text] Havana, 19 Mar (AFP)--Poet Heberto Padilla has been authorized to 
live out of Cuba for a minimum period of 3 years and departed Havana on 
Sunday for Montreal with the intention of settling in Miami later, it was 
learned here. 


Padilla, whose case in 1971 attracted the interest of intellectuals in 
Europe and America, will join his wife in Florida. She is the poetess 
Belkys Cuza Male who has been living there for nearly a year. 


Winner of the 1968 National Union of Writers and Artists poetry prize with 
his book "Fuera del Juego" [Outside the Game], Padilla was subjected to 
harsh criticism by government organizations. 


Since that time he has been a controversial figure owing to his public 
criticism of officials, institutions and cultural policies, as well as of 
certain aspects of socialism as a system. 


Padilla was finally arrested in 1971 and held for a very short time. After 
he was released Padilla made a public retraction which satisfied the cul- 
tural officials here. However its ironic tone aroused the ire of various 
groups of intellectuals living in France and other countries and the criti- 
cien of Cuba was redoubled. 


From that time on, Padilla shunned publicity, not always successfully, and 
worked as an English translator for official organizations. The passport 
granted him allows him to come and go to and from Cuba whenever he wishes 
[presumably after the minimum 3-year period outside of Cuba]. 


CSO: 3010 
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CUBA 


CASTRO ADDRESSES PROBLEMS BESETTING ECONOMY 
Sugarcane Disease Improves Prices 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 14 Feb 80 pp 1, 3 


[Text] The commander in chief participated in the meeting 
of the Office of Assistance to Local People's Government 
Organs with presidents of Provincial Executive Committees. 


Commander in Chief Fidel Castro called upon the presidents of the Provincial 
Executive Committees of the People's Government to bring the greatest atten- 
tion to bear on the current sugar harvest, to make it efficient, comply with 
the plan, and be able to compensate thereby for the effects suffered by the 
Cuban economy in the last few months because of several mishaps. 


Fidel's call was made yesterday in a conversation with those attending the 
sixth national meeting of the Office of Assistance to Local People's Govern- 
ment Organs with the presidents of the Provincial Executive Committees, which 
started Tuesday in the headquarters of the Executive Committee with Faustino 
Perez, head of the Office, -residing. 


Our commander in chief participated in the meeting along with Osmany Cienfuegos, 
vice president of the Council of Ministers, Jose A. Naranjo, minister of the 
food industry, and Jose R. Miyar, secretary of the Council of State. 


After inquiring whether they had discussed all the points of the agenda and 
the principal aspects of each, which were explained by Faustino Perez, Fidel 
talked about several blights which are affecting vital areas of the economy, 
such as sugarcane rust disease, blue mold tobacco disease and the epidemic of 
African swine fever which has occurred in Guantanamo. 


Fidel said that blue mold had affected most of the tobacco plantations, 
tobacco being one of the principal exports. Bold efforts have been made to 
combat it, and among the products used is one which has proved effective, and 
it is believed that the disease can be controlled. 


As for the sugarcane rust, the commander in chief said that not only has it 
affected a considerable part of the sugarcane plantations, but tts effects 
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are also reflected in the yield from those plantations. He added that we will 
protect ourselves against it by using varieties of sugarcane which have proved 
resistant to the blight. 


Fidel emphasized that it is imperative to carry out the harvest, in spite of 
the fact that it is being done under difficult conditions because of the 
scarcity of spare parts for farm machinery. 


"We must take advantage of these 75 days for harvesting and milling in order 
to comply with the plan. Ic is opportunity in the midst of difficulty," con- 
tinued Fidel, referring to the fact that the disease, which has also appeared 
in sugarcane-raising areas of other countries, has caused the price of sugar 
to rise on the international market. 


The commander in chief said that Matanzas is having a magnificent harvest in 
spite of the fact that the Espana Republicana mill had difficulties and that 
the yield is less than the planned quota. He said that other provinces are 
making a great effort and the results are being noted. 


Regarding the African swine fever which has broken out in Guantanamo, Fidel 
recommended to the presidents of the Executive Committees that they rigorously 
support all the measure” being taken to prevent the disease from spreading. 
Adjacent provinces have also taken preventive measures, which must continue 

to be observed. 


He pointed out that it is also necessary to apply rigorous sanitary control 
measures to immigrants who are arriving on the east coast en route to other 
countries, and are the probable source of this epidemic and potentially of 
other diseases. 


Further on, Fidel described the measures that have been taken to support the 
public health services, a subject which had been discussed at the meeting 
with Sergio del Valle, minister of public health. 


The commander in chief explained that some 50 hospitals and institutes have 
been visited for the purpose of studying their problems, and that many of 
these have been solved. 


He observed that support will be given to all the provinces on the basis of 
the study of their needs. 


Nurses’ Uniforms 


Fidel also spoke of the importance of nurses’ work and the attention which 
is being given to this function. 


As an example he cited the study made by Consumer Demand concerning the uni- 
form. Among other things the study pointed out that there is an excessive 
variety of styles. He added that a very pretty model has been made up of 
polyester and cotton and in accordance with the cirteria expressed by the 
nurses, the cape will be replaced by a jacket. 
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He also referred to the nurses’ training program and said that it must be 
revised to make it more practical, 


Speaking to the presidents of the provincial People's Governments who were 
present, he pointed out that the public health services are very sensible 
and important. “The health directors in the provinces need the support of 
the minister and also of the presidents of the Executive Committees of the 
People's Governments," he stated. 


Then he said that the ministers in general must work closely with the People's 
Government, seeking the proper methods to solve the problems, since although 
the units are not administered by the central agencies, the latter are also 
responsible for their proper functioning. 


Regarding the problems confronted by the provinces in finding construction 
materials for the maintenance of dwellings, Fidel said that in spite of the 
scarcity of transportation, insofar as possible some trucks will be allotted 
to each province to relieve this situation. 


He also mentioned the transportation situation in the City of Havana, saying 
that it has improved somewhat and that the regulations will also improve 
discipline. But it is necessary to fix the streets in order to preserve the 
vehicles, he indicated, and this we are going to be able to do soon. In 
closing, Fidel said that energetic measures are being taken against anti- 
social elements, and then he took leave of those present, wishing them success 
in their work. 


Second Day of Meeting 


The second day of the meeting, which had its stimulating finale with the 
visit of the commander in chief, including presentations by Sergio del Valle, 
minister of public health, Jose R. Hernandez, vice president of the Council 
of Ministers and minister of education, and Joanquin Benavides, president of 
the State Committee for Labor and Social Security. 


Sergio del Valle indicated it is very beneficial for the people's health to 
be closely tied with the Local Organs of the People's Government and the 
central public health agency, and he mentioned Fidel's concern with this 
service. 


The minister of public health referred to the projects being carried on at 
an accelerated pace with Fidel's support. He observed that public health in 
Cuba, in spite of some weaknesses, has had some extraordinary scientific suc- 
cesses as well as in nursing assistance, such as in infant mortality, which 
decreased in 1979 to 19.3 per thousand live births. 


He reported that a Directorate of Control and Inspection is being created to 
visit the hospitals and solve their problems, and a series of obligatory 
standards is being established which will guarantee that in the next five- 
year period the investments in the health sector are made in the most critical 
areas of the country, as far as increasing the number of beds. 
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Along with Sergio del Valle, the meeting heard from Pedro Azgcuy, vice minister 
of public health, who made a brief speech in which he discussed the difficul- 
ties in nursing work; Nidia Fernandez, a leader of the union, who spoke about 
emulation in that sector, and Eugenio Rodriquez Balari, director of consumer 
demand of the Ministry of Domestic Trade, who explained details of the survey 
taken in four provinces about the nurses uniform. Balari asked for the co- 
operation of the leaders in the provinces who were present to represent the 
nurses in holding a ‘seminar and taking a census on the sizes of the nurses 
throughout the country, starting today. 


Then the presidents of the Provincial Executive Committees reported to Sergio 
del Valle concerning certain aspects of public health in their respective 
provinces. 


Current School Term 


Reporting on the progress of the current school term, Jose R. Fernandez said 
that in the first semester all the provinces have improved in primary and 
secondary over the same period last year, although some provinces have diffi- 
culties at certain levels of education. 


He pointed out that these things always improve in the second semester, since 
we have not yet freed ourselves from procrastination. 


The minister of education also pointed out that there are at present 33,000 
vacancies in boarding schools for want of bunks, cabinets and needed repairs. 
He recommended to the provincial representatives that they discuss this with 
JUCEPLAN [Central Planning Board] and try to rehabilitate at least 20,000 

of these rather than to construct new ones. 


Concerning the ditficult problem of roof sealers, Oscar Fernandez Mell, presi- 
dent of the Executive Committee of the City of Havana, said that it is more — 
practical to use tiles made entirely in Cuba, which do not require money 

for importing them. He added that the system is slower in manufacture, but 
more durable and safe, in which he was supported by Roberto Ogando, president 
of the Special Municipality of Isle of Youth. Faustino Perez said the matter 
would be taken up with JUCEPLAN and with the Ministries of Education and 
Construction, since some tile factories are not working to full capacity. 
Joaquin Benavides, president of the State Committee for Labor and Social 
Security, gave a brief explanation to those present on the future establish- 
ment of the Committees for Labor and Wages in the provinces and municipalities 
which need them, with broad powers to establish standards, getting together 
where possible and deciding on wage problems. All the presidents of the 
provinces concurred with the great need to name these committees. 


The meeting ended with brief remarks by Col Justo Hernandez, director of 
immigration; Enrique Enriquez, director of investments, Ministry of Trans- 
portation, and by a representative of the Food Ministry, who were then 
questioned by the leaders of the People's Government about specific matters 
within their provinces. 
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Castro Misquoted on Sugar Prices 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 15 Feb 80 p 1 
[Text] Comrade Jorge Enrique Mendoza, Editor 
GRANMA 
City 
Dear Comrade: 
In the report published in today's edition, 14 February, of GRANMA, on the 
remarks by Commander in Chief Fidel Castro at the end of our office's meeting 
with the presidents of the Provincial Executive Committees, we have found 
some errors which I would like to correct. 
1. Fidel did not say at any time that the prices of sugar had anything to do 
with the sugarcane rust disease, but rather that the prices of tobacco might 
rise as a result of the effects in various countries of the "blue mold" disease. 
2. He also explained that there is a new product which has been tried this 
year and which has given effective results, but that it would only be possible 
to obtain and use this product in the next harvest. 


I hope this clarification will be well received. Faustino Perez. 


8735 
cso: 3010 
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BRIEFS 


LONDON SUGAR CONFERENCE-—At the International Sugar Organization, Cuba today 
called for relying less on mathematic formulas for the renegotiation of sugar 
export quotas and to keep more in mind the small producing countries. Speak- 
ing at the organization's conference being held in London, the capital of 
Great Britain, Cuban Foreign Trade Minister Ricardo Cabrizas stressed that 
under the present conditions of the sugar market it is not advisable to in- 
crease significantly the basic export tonnage. Ricardo Cabrizas added that 
the process of renegotiating the basic sugar export quotas should be done 

on the basis of the role which sugar plays in the economy and special situa- 
tion of small developing countries whose revenue depend to a large extent on 
sugar exports. Other factors to be considered as outlined by the Cuban 
foreign trade minister are the current status of the sugar market, the cri- 
tical situation of the international economy and its crucial effects on ex- 
porters of basic products. [Text] [FL262334 Havana Domestic Service in Span- 
ish 2300 GMT 26 Mar 80 FL] 


SUGAR MILL AWARD--Politburo member Jose Ramon Machado Ventura has chaired a 
ceremony in Ciego de Avila to celebrate the successful completion of the 
5-year plan by the Orlando Gonzalez Sugar Mill. Machado Ventura presented 
the banner symbolizing this success to a group of the mill's outstanding 
workers. Concluding the event, Machado Ventura urged the workers to intensi- 
fy their harvest activities and attain the utmost efficiency in order to get 
the land ready in time for the spring planting. [FL281757 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1738 GMT 28 Mar 80 FL] 


FOOD INDUSTRY WORK ORGANIZATION DELAY--Alejandro Roca, first vice minister of 
the food industry, has closed the food industry's first nat‘onal work organi- 
zation meeting that was held for 2 days in Havana. Vice Minister Roca cri- 
ticized the work of many directors of Ministry of the Food Industry [MINAL] 
enterprises when he pointed out that they still had not taken seriously the 
task of organizing work and wages nor had they initiated a revision of now 
obsolete standards. He said that econumic efficiency first had to be found 
in production and secondly in the organization of work and wages. These were 
indispensable for efficiency and quality. The MINAL first vice minister said 
that the inclusion of 80 percent of MINAL workers in the program to pay dif- 
ferent wage rates according to production and/or premium pay in honor of the 
Second Party Congress was a commitment with the commander in chief and the 
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government. The people's government fine work in this connection in food 
industry enterprises and establishments was noted at the first MINAL work 
and wage organization meeting. [Text] [FL291833 Havana Domestic Television 
Se-vice in Spaniah 1700 GMT 29 Mar 80 FL] 


NEW NICARAGUAN ENVOY--Council of State Vice President Carlos Rafael Rodriguez 
has received in solemn audience Manuel Andara Ubeda who presented the cre- 
dentiale accrediting him as ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary 

of the Republic of Nicaragua to Cuba. Rene Anillo, interim minister of 
foreign affairs, Roberto Menendez, director of protocol, and Alberto Mendez, 
chief of the devartment of ceremonies, attended the ceremony. The new 
Nicaraguan azbascador to our country, Manuel Andara Ubeda, placed a floral 
wreath at the foot of the Jose Marti monument on Plaza de la Revolucion. 
[Text] [FL221306 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 22 Mar 80 FL] 


BRITISH TRADE DELEGATION--A delegation of 18 British export and import 
firms is in Cuba and will hold meetings with Cuban counterpart enterprises. 
ne talks are important for the promotion of our export goods. The visit 
was agreed upon at the last meeting of the British-Cuban joint commission 
because the two countries want to expand trade. The delegation was set up 
by the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce and is led by its secretary (Boyan 
Charles Card), [Text] [FL262338 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2300 
GMT 26 Mar 80 FL] 


MACHADO IN VILLA CLARA--Jose Ramon Machado Ventura, member of the party 
Central Committee Politburo, has concluded a 2-day tour of the agricultural- 
livestock sector and principal sugarcane areas of Villa Clara Province. 
Accompanied by Raul Rodriguez Lopez, party first secretary in that province, 
Machado Ventura visited the Perucho Figueredo, Hector Rodriguez, Antonio 
Finalet, Unidad Proletaria and Jose Maria Perez sugar mills and their re- 
spective sugarcane enterprises. He was interested in the development of 
the sugar harvest in the principal indicators of the technical-economic 
plan and in completion of the spring planting plan. [FL271956 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1808 GMT 27 Mar 80 FL] 


AMBASSADOR TO LUXEMBOURG--Top officials of the Duchy of Luxembourg have 
received Cuban Ambassador Gustavo Mazorra Hernandez, who has concluded his 
diplomatic mission there. During a formal ceremony, Mazorra Hernandez was 
decorated with the great cross of the Order of Merit of the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg in recognition of his five years' work on behalf of bilateral 
relations. [FL271846 Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 1700 
GMT 27 Mar 80 FL) 











MORE NICARAGUAN STUDENTS~--In a direct flight from Managua, two teachers and 
83 students from Nicaragua have arrived on the Isle of Youth. The students 
will attend junior high school in the special municipality. More students 
will continue to arrive this week until they reach 600. They will live at 
the second special school for scholarship holders from that fraternal Central 
American country. They were welcomed at the Nueva Gerona airport by Luis 
Abreu, an official of the party's municipal committee; Pedro (Turcios), 
coordinator general of the 19 April Sandinist organization; and other leaders. 
[Text] [FL271523 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1400 GMT 27 Mar 80 FL) 


JUCEPLAN ANNIVERSARY CEREMONY--The 20th anniversary of the Central Planning 
Board--Juceplan--was commemorated today with a ceremony attended by Army 
Gen Raul Castro, second secretary of the party and first vice president of 
the Councils of State and Ministers. Party Politburo member Carlos Rafael 
Rodriguez and Central Committee Secretariat member Lionel Soto also presided 
over the ceremony. A letter of congratulation signed by party Politburo 
member Osvaldo Dorticos was read in which he expressed satisfaction because 
Juceplan has reached the anniversary with rising scientific improvement. 
Raul and the other presiding officers then presented certificates of recog- 
nition to workers with 20, 15 or 10 years of service with Juceplan and to 
those who excelled in emulation work, Humberto Perez, member of the party 
Central Committee, vice president of the Council of Ministers and president 
of Juceplan, made the closing remarks at the ceremony. He recalled Maj 
Ernesto "Che" Guevara and expressed gratitude for the cooperation received 
from Soviet and Czechoslovak economists and Latin American revolutionaries. 
The Council of Ministers vice president then noted that the development 

of cadres with experience and a high revolutionary spirit has been one of 
Juceplan's achievements over these years. He emphasized thac many Juceplan 
cadres and workers have a higher intermediate level and university education. 
He announced that 28 are studying to obtain scientific degrees. [Text] 
[FL221932 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1910 GMT 22 Mar 80 FL] 


PUERTO RICAN FIGHTERS HONORED--The Permanent Secretariat of the Continental 
Organization of Latin American Students [OCLAE] has agreed here in Havana 

to grant the Jose Rafael Varona order to Puerto Rican independence fighters 
Lolita Lebron, Irving Flores, Rafael Cancel Miranda and Oscar Collazos. The 
order was also awarded posthumously to Andres Figueroa Cordero who, together 
with the aforementioned Puerto Rican patriots, spend over 20 years in U.S. 
jails. The resolution outlining the reasons for granting the orders stresses 
that these fighters for Puerto Rican independence maintained an exemplary 
attitude during the time they spent in U.S. jails, which turned them into 
symbols of the honor and dignity of the Puerto Rican people, to whose cause 
they have devoted themselves fully after their release from jail. The Jose 
Rafael Varona order was instituted by OCLAE in March 1979 for conferral to 
personalities and organizations with outstanding merits in the struggle 

for the liberation and independence of peoples and against imperialism. 
[Text] [PA251959 Havana International Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 25 Mar 80 
PA) 
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GROBART MEETS CPSU OFFICIAL--Fabio Grobart, member of the PCC Central 
Committee and president of the History Institute of the Communist Movement 
and Socialist Revolution in our country, today received Vasiliy Konotop, 
first secretary of the CPSU Provincial Committee in Moscow and member of 
the USSR Supreme Soviet. The two officials held a cordial ead friendly 
meeting in which they exchanged views and experiences regarding the work 
being done in Cuba and the Soviet Union on the revolutionary history of 
fraternal nations. Vasiliy Konotop, member of a delegation that is visit- 
ing Cuba at the invitation of the PCC Central Committee, visited the com- 
munist movement's Institute of History and was briefed on ite activities by 


Fabio Grobart. [Text] [FL261852 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1826 
GMT 26 Mar 80 FL) 


cso: 3010 
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ECUADOR 


STEPS TAKEN TO AVOID IMPORT OF OIL DERIVATIVES 
Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 7 Mar 80 p 1 


[Text ] Engineer Jose Carvajal, manager of CEPE [Ecuadorean State Petroleum 
Corporation], has disclosed that this country has become a virtual importer 
of crude oil derivatives. He also said that institutionalized gasoline 
smuggling has reached 20 percent of the national gasoline consumption. 


We are importing considerable quantities of gasoline, diesel fuel and 
kerex, he asserted in an interview with Radio "Quito." This trend could 
increase if the necessary precautions are not taken. 


In this sense, the CEPE executive reported that a plan of priorities has 
been initiated. Under this plan, the board of directors of the government 
petroleum corporation has approved the expansion of the Esmeraldas refinery 
to 90,000 barrels a day, so that within a year and a half, that additional 
refining capacity will reduce current imports of derivatives. 


Another project is the erection of a gasoline refinery, starting with 
the polymerization of liquefied petroleum gas. This will allow us to 
save 1,400 barrels of imported gasoline a day, he said. 


At the same time, he announced that designs are under way for a new 
refinery with a capacity of 75,000 barrels. An inter-institutional commit- 
tee has suggested that the crude oil processing plant be built in Guaya- 
qQuil because of the marketing advantages it offers. 


Referring to the urgent need to organize the consumption of petroleum 
derivatives efficiently, he noted that multiple measures are being taken. 
Among them, he said that we are raising the price of fuel to international 
trading companies such as Ecuatoriana de Aviacion, Trasnave and Flopec. 
With this rate increase, the aforementioned enterprises will only fill up 
their tankers for one way and not round trip, as they did before because 
of the low prices. This will diminish domestic fuel consumption. 
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92 Octane Gasoline 


In addition, authorities are preparing to introduce a 92 octane gasoline 
to be used in high compression vehicles. This means that it will be 
possible to get greater mileage out of a smaller amount of fuel. 


Companies that use diesel fuel are being asked to do everything possible 
to substitute bunker, he added, At present, we have a surplus of that 
residue and we export considerable quantities of it to foreign markets, 
especially Mexico. 


But an important problem in this policy of efficient organization is the 
continuous loss that the country is suffering with the institutionalized 
smuggling and the so-called disguised contraband, he claimed, 


We are taking vigorous steps to prevent the smuggling, which presently 
amounts to 20 percent of our national fuel consumption, he asserted. In 
addition to this, we must include the disguised smuggling that goes on 
when fishing boats or pseudo-fishing boats use their quota to supply 
foreign vessels. 


No More Automotive Vehicles 


The increase in the total number of vehicles in the country and the kinds 
of vehicles that are being imported are negative factors in this campaign 
of efficient organization, he said, noting that the present government's 
policy is contrary to that phenomenon and condemns all luxury imports. A 
policy to this effect will help to diminish gasoline consumption in this 
field, 


In conclusion, he asserted that these and other measures are the beginning 
of a complete plan that must be followed, not only by this government, but 
also by those to come, [1 this sense, the road will be long. "Meanwhile," 
he recalled, “we continue »ur exploration and work. We are hoping that 
prospects will be good for 1981 and we have faith that we will have good 
news for the nation this year.” 
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ECUADOR 


SECOYA OIL FIELD TO BEGIN PRODUCTION IN 18 MONTHS 
Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 13 Mar 80 p A-2 


LExcerpts] The manager of CEPE [Ecuadorean State Petroleum Corporation], 
engineer Jose Carvajal, has announced that the Secoya oil field, recently 
discovered by the corporation, will begin production within 18 months. 


The CEPE manager based that prospect on the fact that Secoya is located 

just 11 Kilometers from the Atacapi oil field, operated by CEPE-Texaco. 

This field already has the needed production facilities, which will save 
the corporation from having to install all the necessary equipment, 


Under these circumstances, CEPE could use secondary pipelines to collect 
all of the oil from that structure, in addition to oil from Tetete, Shushu- 
qui and Shuara, all of which show highly favorable prospects but which 

must be tested by drilling. The oil could then be transported via another 
pipeline to Atacapi, says a corporation report. 


This means that CEPE would only have to lay 11 kilometers of pipeline to 
connect that field with the Atacapi field. 


CEPE will begin immediately to determine the extent of and develop the 
area of the Secoya structure, which was discovered with this first well. 
It will also determine the existence of crude oil in Shushuqui, Tetete and 
Shuara through exploratory wells. 


In addition, the corporation intends to incorporate the Bermejo area into 
production and plans to drill about 20 wells for this purpose~-an opera- 


tion that awaits onlv the construction of one road, which will begin in a 
few days. 


The incorporation of these fields into production will also mean the 
beginning of a new phase for CEPE in the east. This will be the first time 
that it will manage this stage by itself. 


The company's manager, Jose Carvajal, said last Monday that the present 
administration's goal is to promote production with the same efficiency 
and speed with which CEPE has developed its exploration. This will 
occur by 1981 at the latest, 
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EL SALVADOR 


REPORTAGE ON ALLEGED KILLING OF BPR SECRETARY JUAN CHACON 
Chacvn Reported Killed 
PA282013 Paris AFP in Spanish 1955 GMT 28 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] San Salvador, 28 Mar (AFP)--Juan Chacon, secretary general of the 
Peoples Revolutionary Bloc (BPR), was killed this morning in San Salvador. 


The report was confirmed at noon today by U.S, Ambassador Robert White 
during a luncheon hosted by him in a hotel for the U.S, Chamber of Commerce. 


The ambassador did not give any more details on the attack, but noted that 
Chacon's death might unleash disturbances in the country. Chacon was 
elected BPR secretary general in May of last year to replace Facundo 
Guardado, 


BPR Denies Chacon Dead 
PA282038 Paris AFP in Spanish 2020 GMT 28 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] San Salvador, 28 Mar (AFP)--Representatives of the Peoples Revolu- 
tionary Bloc (BPR) told AFP today that they had no knowledge of the killing 
of Juan Chacon, BPR seczetary general. 


Interviewed by a special correspondent for AFP moments after the U.S, 
ambassador had reported the revolutionary leader's death, the BPR repre- 
sentative said that at 0700 this morning he had spoken with Chacon, who 
is safe and sound. 


The conversation between the BPR leader and the AFP correspondent took place 
at 1345 local time (1945 GMT). 


The BPR leader said that if Chacon's death is not confirmed it might well 
be a campaign to confuse public opinion, and divert popular interests. 


The foreign newsmen mobilized today through the various centers frequented 
by Chacon trying to confirm or deny the report announced here by the U.S. 
Government representative. 
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U.S, Ambassador Confirms Death 
PA282135 Paris AFP in Spanish 2118 GMT 28 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] San Salvador, 28 Mar (AFP)--The assassination of Juan Chacon, 
secretary general of the Peoples Revolutionary Bloc (BPR), has been con-- 
firmed by U.S, ambassador to El Salvador Robert White, who told this agency 
that he had received confirmation of this development this morning from a 
government source, 


Foreign as well as Salvadoran newsmen consulted the ambassador in view of 
the fact that the BPR had denied his earlier announcement, 


According to White, he first learned of Chacon's death at 0930 local time 
(1530 GMT). A government source whose identity he did not disclose con- 
firmed this information 90 minutes later. 


Meanwhile, the BPR has called a news conference for today at 1900 local 
time (0100 GMT), where it will give its version of the news of Chacon's 
death, 


Chacon To Attend Conference 
PA282227 Paris AFP in Spanish 2217 GMT 28 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] San Salvador, 28 Mar (AFP)--Leaders of the Peoples Revolutionary 
Bloc (BPR) denied here today that BPk Secretary General Juan Chacon has 
been assassinated. The allegedly assassinated leader will be present at 

a press conference that will be held today at 1700 (2300 GMT), BPR members 
have announced. 


Meanwhile, official sources said that Juan Chacon's body had not been iden- 
tified, The death of the BPR leader was announced this morring by U.S. 
Ambassador Robert White who attributed the information to government sources 
he did not identify. 


Chacon Interviewed by AFP 
PA290033 Paris AFP in Spanish 0024 GMT 29 Mar 80 PA 


[Excerpt] San Salvador, 28 Mar (AFP)--The secretary general of the Peoples 
Revolutionary Bloc (BPR), Juan Chacon, is alive and has been interviewed 
by the AFP special correspondent in San Salvador. 


False Report Explained 
PA290034 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 0019 GMT 29 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] San Salvador, 28 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--U.S. Ambassador to El Salvador 
Robert White explained this afternoon why he released a report on the alleged 
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of leftiet leader Juan Chacon, White said he had given the information to 
an international news agency because he had been given it by highly re- 
liable government sources. The U.S, diplomat said he was pleased to learn 
that the report wae false, 


False Report U.S, ‘'Maneuver' 
PA290225 Paris AFP in Spanish 0145 GMT 29 Mar 80 PA 
[Article by Paul Rutler] 


(Text) San Salvador, 28 Mar (AFP)--Alive and wearing a big smile, Juan 
Chacon, secretary general of the Peoples Revolutionary Bloc (BPR), one 
of the most prominent figures among the Salvadoran popular organizations, 
denied with his presence the rumors that he had been assassinated this 
morning. Chacon arrived at the University of San Salvador at 1810 local 
time (0010 GMT) and explained that he had been meeting all afternoon with 
the members of the Revolutionary Coordinating Board of the Masses, which 
is comprised of the Salvadoran leftist parties. 


Asked about U.S. Ambassador Robert White's possible reasons for announcing 
his death this morning, Juan Chacon explained that it could only have been 
a maneuver by Yankee imperialism, He added that he was fine and had not 
had any problem, 


It is thus felt that the U.S, ambassador made a serious mistake by announcing 
this morning that Chacon had been killed, without first confirming the in- 
formation. Tonight the embassy issued a communique affirming that it is 
pleased that Chacon is not dead and reiterating that the ambassador, who 

has just arrived in the country, had received the information from govern- 
ment sources. White had made the announcement before some 300 members of 

the U.S.-Salvadoran Chamber of Commerce and several foreign and Salvadoran 
newsmen. The news had an immediate impact in San Salvador and all newsmen 
rushed to the university, where the leftists were feverishly preparing their 
placards for Monsignor Romero's funeral on Sunday. 


Chacon told this agency yesterday that from now on, the leftist movements 
and the people would give a firm response to the death of Monsignor Romero, 


It is felt here that Chacon's death would have led to an even worse wave 
of violence than might result from the assassination of the Salvadoran 
archbishop. 


BPR leader Julio Flores, for his part, commented that Ambassador Robert 
White's intention was to divert attention from the assassination of Mon- 
signor Romero, He explained that the country is witnessing the effort of 
the government and the armed forces, with U.S, aid, to annihilate the left. 
Flores then indicated that the peasants are increasingly being persecuted 
every day. According to him, armored vehicles, jeeps and helicopters can 
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seen now in the rural areas, throwing incendiary bombs at the people, 
Flores aleo said that the authorities are poisoning the (?welle) and 
dropping bodies into the Pacific Ocean from helicopters. In conclusion, 
he estimated that more than 4,500 have died in El Salvador since the 

15 October coup. 


Chacon's Safety Is U.S, Responsibility 
PA290251 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 0224 GMT 29 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] San Salvador, 28 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--"U.S. imperialism" will be to 
blame if any harm comes to Juan Chacon, the Peoples Revolutionary Bloc 
[BPR] said tonight. Chacon is secretary general of this organization, 


Julio Flores, BPR organization secretary told newsmen that he had spoken 
to Chacon at 1300 (1900 GMT) but that he had no news of his whereabouts 
at this moment, 


Chacon's deai : has been rumored since Thursday; the alleged murder of the 
leftist leader was confirmed today at noon to a news agency by U.S. Ambas- 
sador Robert White. White refuted the report tonight adding that he had 
been misinformed by highly reliable government sources. The ambassador 
expressed his satisfaction because Chacon was unharmed, as had been already 
reported by the BPR. 


Chacon was expected at a news conference tonight, but he did not appear; 
this gave rise to Flores’ "imperialist" charges. 
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EL SALVADOR 


REPORTAGE ON DEATH OF ARCHBISHOP ROMERO 
FAPU Undaunted 
PA292209 San Salvador API NEWS in Spanish 26 Mar 80 Vol 2 No 58 p 614 PA 


[Text] Im the wake of Msgr Oscar Arnulfo Romero's assassination, the United 
Popular Act on Front [FAPU] hereby has reiterated ite decision to pursue 
the struggle even more zealously until a definite revolutionary victory has 
been achieved. 


Monsignor's killing, it says, is "a lesson" which “although painful, as 
many of those we have had to learn throughout our struggle, can only 
strengthen our determination and willingness to pursue our day to day strug- 
gle." 


This struggle, it says, “will continue until the day when the poor have 
stopped the enemies of the people who, through their efforts to conserve 
their privileges at all costs, are still causing sorrow to Salvadoran 
families," 


Monsignor's death "has taught us that the enemies of the people behave with 
fury when they feel trapped by the advance of the struggle of the poor." 

It promises: “We will march on. They will not be able to stop us. We 
know the day is not far away when the people will be able to walk with the 
satisf ction of having definitely eradicated from the nation those who 
want to keep us from achieving our freedom." 


The FAPU says it blames "the military-Christian Democratic junte, the oli- 
garchy, the fascist military and Yankee imperialism for monsignor's dastardly 
killing. We warn them," it adds, “that this (monsignor's slaying) will not 
stop our Salvadoran revolution but on the contrary will strengthen it." 
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Newspaper Scores Death 
PA272335 San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 26 Mar 80 p 7 PA 
[Editorial: "The Assassination of Moneignor Romero") 


[Excerpte] The assassination of Megr Oscar Arnulfo Romero y Galdames, head 
of the Salvadoran Catholic Church, the day before yesterday at 1730, has 
created a national furor and has shocked the world, 


This tragic incident has occurred while the country is being immersed 

into violence of increasing proportions. It has occurred at a time when 
the respect owea to human life, to spiritual values and to the fatherland's 
dignity is gradually being lost. Assassinations like that of Monsignor 
Romero y Galdamez, undermine the country's image and the fatherland's image, 
in the eyes of civilized countries. This deterioration will be viewed in 
the country's history as a black mark by future generations. It will be 
hard to find any justification for the damage done to the Salvadoran people 
when passion was allowed to destroy everything. 


We are witnessing an assassination whose magnitude should be seen as an 
SOS and an appeal to the national conscience, to find rational solutions 
to the country's tragic situation. 


This paper must publicly condemn this assassination, which has brought 
mourning to the Salvadoran people's soul. 


Junta Warns Against Exploitation 
PA271250 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 0325 GMT 27 Mar 80 PA 
[Article by Mauro Espinoza Fernandez] 


[Excerpts] San Salvador, 26 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--To exploit the sorrow of the 
Salvadoran people over the murder of Archbishop Monsignor Oscar Arnulfo 
Romero y Galdamez, is “disloyal and unpatriotic," the Salvadoran revolution- 
ary junta said here today. 


Col Adolfo Arnoldo Majano, member of the government junta, added that the 
left is trying to exploit the death of the spiritual leader of the Salva- 
doran church for their own ends. 


"It is disloyal and unpatriotic to take advantage of this circumstance to 
try to seize power," Majano added, referring to the efforts of the Salva- 
doran right to exploit the popular reactions for their own benefit. 


"In El Salvador there is no stage of popular rebellion which could prevent 


a peaceful solution," to the violent political crisis affecting this country, 
Morales Ehrlich, member of the Christian Democratic Party, said. 


36 











He said this became evident with the reaction of the people at the murder 
of the Salvadocan spiritual leader, "It has been above all a Christian 
reaction,” ano not a violent response the member of the government junta 
eaid,. 


Duarte told newemym that Monsignor Romero's death was the result of the 
violence existing in this country as a result of the "social 
conditions" existing in this country during the past 50 years. "There 
are violent sectors affecting this process" of changes in the Salvadoran 
socioeconomic structures, he added, He said that in his opinion the 
Salvadoran left “has not understood that the country has changed since 
15 October," 


The junta also said that there has been no indications of "direct Cuban 
intereference" in the Salvadoran leftist movement. 


The U.S. Department of State said on Tuesday that Cuba has been increasing 
its supply of men and war materiel to Salvadoran Marxists using Honduran 
secret trails along the northern border with El Salvador. 


"Even with the support of other governments, the leftists would not have 
popular support because of fundamental structural reasons," added Napoleon 
Duarte referring to the reform process in El Salvador which seeks to 
eliminate the "fundamental causes of violence." 


FPL Leader Blames U.S, 
PA272353 Havana International Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 27 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] In a message sent from hiding, Salvador Cayetano Carpio, top leader 
of the Farabundo Marti Peoples Liberation Forces [FPL], has said U.S. 
imperialism was not able to stand the biting remarks of Msgr Oscar Arnulfo 
Romero who was demonstrating how far imperialism could go in El Salvador. 


In a statement sent through friendly hands to Radio Havana, the Salvadoran 
leader recalled that only a month ago, Monsignor Romero had asked President 
Carter to cease the U.S. intervention in El Salvador. This resulted in a 
written reply from Cyrus Vance who, with unbelievable insolence and dis- 
respect, responded that Washington would continue to give material support 
to the military tyranny. However, they were not content with this, Cayetano 
Carpio stresses. The true reply came with the bullets from the weapons of 
the henchmen who eliminated the valuable life of the illustrious patriot 
and plunged the people into [word indistinct]. 


After denouncing the presence of U.S. military experts in El Salvador and 
the arrival of the first contingent of marines, Cayetano Carpio said 
Washington is exerting pressure on the Guatemalan and Honduran governments 
to launch their armies against the Salvadoran people. 
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Let it be known everywhere that our people are very hurt but not defeated 
by the killing of Mone‘gnor Romero, They are marching more united and 
firm than ever before toward the final victory, the FPI. leader's message 
concludes, 


MLP Blames Junta, Others 
PA272311 San Salvador EL INDEPENDIENTE in Spanish 27 Mar 80 p 10 PA 


[Paid advertisement of the Peoples Liberation Movement: "The Government 
Junta, the Oligarchy and Yankee Imperialism Have Assassinated Monsignor 
Romero"; dated 25 March] 


[Text] The repressive forces of the regime, the oligarchy and Yankee im- 
perialism have written a tragic episode in the country's history by commit- 
ting one of the most cowardly assassinations against the people, killing 
the top leader of the Catholic Church in our country. Msgr Oscar Arnulfo 
Romero had been fully identified with the working people's struggle to 
achieve their total liberation. As a result of his position, Monsignor 
Romero had received threats against his life from government officials, the 
oligarchy and Yankee imperialism, 


This new bloody crime by the reactionary, exploitive and antipopular forces 
occurs amid the regime's large-scale repressive campaign, mainly against 
rural workers. With Monsignor Romero's death, they have sought to silence 
one of the most courageous voices in favor of the large working masses. 
They are inflicting severe hunger, repression and exploitation on these 
rural masses so that the workers will accept the agrarian reform with 
which the regime hopes to staisfy the peasants aud the rural proletariat. 


Monsignor Romero's murderers have hypocritically washed their hands. EL 
DIARIO DE HOY and LA PRENS.. GRAFICA have published an article which sought 
to minimize the magnitude and the seriousness of this assassination. fFor 
their part, the regime's armed forces and the oligarchy appear to be con- 
demning the monsignor's death in various news media but all the people know 
the government junta and the armed forces are secretly rejoicing over the 
sure shot which killed the archbishop. 


The only thing needed now is for the White Warriors Union (UGB) and San 
Vicente Bishop Aparicio Quintania, bitter political enemies of Archbishop 
Romero, to hypocritically express sorrow over his death when their guilt 
is evident. 


The working people should give a reply and demonstrate their power. The 
working people united in the revolutionary left should give an emphatic 
reply that will show our class enemies--the government junta, the oligarchy 
and imperialism--that like the Nicaraguan people, each blow against the 
people increases their organized and combative action and that the workers 
will not stray from the path of organized struggle that will lead us to our 
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definite liberation and the construction of the socialist fatherland of 
equality and happiness for the working people. 


To struggle until the people's liberation is achieved! 
The Peoples Liberation Movement, 
FPL's Carpio Issues Statement 
PA281358 Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 28 Mar 80 PA 


{[Text) From somewhere in El Salvador, friendly hands have sent us a testi- 
mony by Salvador Cayetano Carpio, leader of the Farabundo Marti Popular 
Liberation Forces [FPL] Central Command, on the occasion of the vile 
assassination of Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero, last Monday in the 
Salvadoran capital. 


The following is the top FPL leader's testimony: 


[Begin Carpio recording] Here in El Salvador, at this hour, in the most 
remote area, with tears in our eyes but with our fists held high, children 
and old people, men and women hardened by work and members of all social 
classes, with indescribable indignation damm the vile assassins, who with 
unheard-of cruelty ended the life of the San Salvador archbishop, that 
dear spokesman of the humble, the massacred, the persecuted, the tortured, 
the missing and the exploited in this country, which for the past 49 years 
has been fighting a ferocious military tyranny that defends the dirty 
interests of imperialism and of the Salvadoran ruling classes. 


The vile assassination of Msgr Oscar Arnulfo Romero has moved the inner 
essence of our heroic people. His constant charges against the crimes of 
the military tyranny, which now seeks to cover itself behind the reactionary 
image of Napoleon Duarte and of the small group of proimperialist Christian 
Democratic leaders who have betrayed even their own bipartisans and his 
brave charges against Yankee imperialism's escalation of direct military 
intervention in El Salvador expressed the feelings of all honest Salvadorans 
regardless of their social origins. 


Yankee imperialism, and more specifically the Pentagon and the CIA, direct 
in a centralized manner the entire complex of military and paramilitary 
repressive bodies which, while uselessly trying to curb the violent torrent 
of our people's struggle, kill dozens and dozens of their best children. 
They average each day about 50 to 60 mer and women who are machinegunned 

in demonstrations, on tue streets, in their houses, in the churches and 

in the midst of the most horrible tort es while in jail. The bodies of 
mutilated men and women who have been tortured and burned with acid are 
found every day on the roads and in the wilderness. 


But nothine can stop the struggle of a people who have decided to liberate 
themse id achieve an independent, prosperous, democratic and peaceful 
future. 
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Yankee imperialism could not stand Archbishop Romero's biting charges and 
it showed the entire world how far it is capable of going in its crimes 
against our people. If the daily raping of women in hamlets, ranches and 
in the cantons; ifthe daily killings, if the napalm that now burns the 
hamlets, if the poison spread against our peasants from planes and heli- 
copters, if the destruction of our university and factories by gunshot have 
not yet given the world an exact idea of the bestiality to which the re- 
pressive forces are resorting in El Salvador, led by Yankee advisers, the 
assassination of the dear prelate does show that the Carter administration 
and its lackeys stop at nothing in their effort to crush a people who they 
can no longer stop and will not be able to stop until the final victory. 


Criminal Yankee Ambassador White sheds crocodile tears when he feels the 
accusing finger of an angry people. And hypocritical President Carter 
expresses his condolences in a chorus with his Secretary Cyrus Vance, be- 
cause the results of their direct intervention in El Salvador have been 
totally unmasked. They would like the world to forget that only 1 month 
ago Archbishop Romero had sent a letter to Carter asking to put an end to 
his escalation of intervention in El Salvador and that with unheard-of 
insolence and disrespect, Cyrus Vance had sent him a note stating that the 
Washington government would continue to provide material support to the 
military tyranny. 


But that response was not enough for them. The shots from their hench- 
men's weapons have been their true response, putting an end to the valuable 
life of an illustrious patriot and plunging an entire people into sorrow. 


But this is the peal of a bell, whose echos are reaching the most distant 
corners of the world. 


Peoples of the world, from here, from the very heart of our Salvadoran people, 
we denounce the escalation of military intervention that the Carter govern- 
ment has launched in El Salvador. The world must learn the following: 


l. That 100 Yankee military advisers, divided into three groups, are direct- 
ing the reactionary army's operations against the people, aided by a large 
number of Israeli, South Vietnamese, Somozist and other advisers, all paid 
by them. 


[PA281357] 2. That the Yankees are building three helicopter bases on our 
national territory, which are to be used in the struggle against our people. 
It is no mere coincidence that one of those bases is being built on Meanguera 
Island in the Gulf of Fonseca off the coasts of our free and sovereign 
sister Nicaragua. 


3. That 125 Yankee marines have already landed in the country as a first 
direct contingent, camouflaged as security personnel of the Yankee embassy. 
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4, That the Yankee advisers are directing the troops that heve begun carry- 
ing out clean-up operations in vast areas of the country, where they are 
using not only tanks and mortars, but napalm and poisonous substances as 
well, 


5. That the Guatemalan and Honduran governments are being pressured to 
launch their armies against the Salvadoran people. 


6. That between 5,000 and 6,000 mercenaries, former Somozist national 
guardsmen, are being prepared, paid and trained in Guatemala to be sent 
later to El Salvador, imitating the evil tactics that the CIA employs 
in Pakistani camps for its bloody provocations among the free Afghan 
people. Reactionary Alarcon [not further identified] serves as their 
instrument in Guatemala for that dirty task. 


7. At this very moment, tons of weapons are being unloaded in the ports 
of Acajutla and La Union which the military tyranny will use to massacre 
the people. 


In light of this, what value is there in the hypocritical words of condo- 
lence of discredited President Carter, who is a master in simulation and 
farce? 


Nothing will deceive our workers, peasants, teachers, students, priests and 
other patriots hit by the bullets that imperialism provides to the execu- 
tioners of the people. 


In response to so many crimes, everything has been paralyzed in our country. 
At this point, factories, transportation services, shops, institutions, 
universities, schools, clinics and ranches have been paralyzed. The gen- 
eral strike called by the Revolutionary Coordinating Board of the Masses 

is the response. At this point everybody is shouting "death to aggre sive 
imperialism!" "Death to the military tyranny and the dominant classes 
allied to imperialism!" 


There is no confusion, there is no desperation, there is no haste among 
this admir.ble Salvadoran people. There is no longer any doubt that their 
liberation is close at hand. They firmly gaze at the future. They have 
weapons in their hands, and they have all the combined means of struggle 
to defeat their cruel Yankee oppressors and their domestic servants. 


The final struggles will be hard and painful, but there is no longer any 
other solution than the victory of the peoples’ revolution and the estab- 
lishment of a democratic peoples government. 


The strongest unity is being forged in the face of this decisive and his- 
torical task. The organization for revolutionary political and military 
coordination, comprised of the FPL, the Communist Party of El Salvador, and 
the National Resistance, which is intimately connected with the Peoples 
Revolutionary Acmy, constitutes a guarantee that the people have experienced 
leaders for their struggles. 
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The glorious Revolutionary Coordina.ing Board of the Masses, comprised of 
the Peoples Revolutionary Bloc, the National Democratic Union, the United 
Popular Action Front and the 28 February Peoples Leagues, and supported 

by the Peoples Liberation Movement and other forces, constitutes the 
gigantic front of combative masses on which our final victory will be based. 


The broad unity front of all the democratic and progressive forces, which 
includes everyone, will constitute a firm basis for our future revolution- 
ary peoples government. Nothing and no one will now be able to stop our 
people on their way toward a victorious peoples revolution. 


Peoples of the world, the FPL, a member of the political and military 
Revolutionary Coordinating Board, now asks you in the name of our entire 
people, to display the most combative solidarity in order to break the 
link of imperialist domination in Central America, We request the most 
effective aid and solidarity from all peoples of the world. 


Let it be known everywhere that our entire people feel deep sorrow over 
the assassination of Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero, but they are not 
defeated. On the contrary, they are more united than ever, firmer than 
ever, until the final victory. 


Revolution or death, the armed people will overcome! 


For the FPL Central Command, "Marcial," Salvador Cayetano Carpio, top 
Central Command leader, [End recording]. 


FBI To Help Investigate 
PA282123 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 1737 GMT 28 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] San Salvador, 28 !‘ir (ACAN-EFE)--It was learned here Friday of the 
arrival of agents of the U.S, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) to 
participate in the investigations to identify the intellectual and material 
authors of the murder of Monsignor Oscar Arnulfo Romero y Galdamez, 


The Salvadoran security authorities approached by "ACAN-EFE" said they 
would hire the services of the best Salvadoran investigators to track down 
the assassins. 


The revolutionary governing junta of El Salvador has already asked Interpol 
to help clear the murder. 


The security corps and other organizations fighting delinquency here have 
called on the cooperation of all Salvadorans and foreign residents to help 
identify the perpetrators of this act. 


Catholic entities told "ACAN-EFE" that they are planning to raise funds 
and offer a "good reward" to whomever offers information that will lead to 
the arrest of "the beasts who are still loose in the country." 
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Curta Rules Out Leftists 
PAO10326 San Salvador LA CRONICA DEL PUEBLO in Spanish 28 Mar 80 p 1 PA 


[Excerpts] After explaining that they had ruled out any participation by 
the left in the assassination of Monsignor Romero, representatives of the 
metropolitan curia told representatives of the international press that 
they are fed up with all the soap opera and that they want an immediate 
clarification of the killing of Monsignor Romero and all the other polit- 
ical leaders. 


We wish to explain to our people and the other peoples of the world that 
the assassination of Monsignor Romero is not an isolated incident, but part 
of the bloody repression which is being practiced at this time by the armed 
forces against our people. 


The members of the curia said that in repudiating the assassination of their 
pastor, they also blame the killing on U.S. imperialism, the White Warriors 
Union, the Organization for Liberation from Communism, the armed forces, 

the oligarchy and its accomplices (the government junta and the Christian 
Democrats) and the priests who isolated him and slandered him inside the 
country and abroad. 


Army Condemns Death 
PA292154 San Salvador EL DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 28 Mar 80 pp 15, 23 PA 


[Excerpt] The armed forces strongly condemn the killing of the spiritual 
guide of Salvadorans and it will do all it can to clear up the crime, 
Defense Minister Col Jose Guillermo Garcia said yesterday concerning the 
death of the archbishop of San Salvador, Msgr Oscar Arnulfo Romero. The 
official was interviewed in his office by a group of newsmen who wanted 
to find out the views of his ministry and the Salvadoran Army regarding 
the latest national events. 


Even though Colonel Garcia explained that the army is led by the armed 
forces high command of which he is only a member, he agreed to discuss the 
topics broached by newsmen. 


He said from the moment they learned of the prelate's death, the military 
were shocked and a thorough investigation was ordered. 


He recalled that Archbishop Romero was esteemed by the various branches 
because his remarks were listened to. "His criticism was wholesome and 
well-intentioned,” he said. 


He always called for the peace and tranquillity of the Salvadoran people 
and so he was called the voice of those who have no voice. The armed forces 
members are of peasant stock and so they identified with the prelate's words. 
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EL SALVADOR 


GOVERNMENT REACTS TO BISHOPS' STATEMENT ON FUNERAL INCIDENTS 
PA312355 Paris AFP in Spanish 2306 GMT 31 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] San Salvador, 31 Mar (AFP)--The Salvadoran Government junta today 
reacted harshly to the account given by the- bishops who participated in 
Monsignor Romero's funeral, which refutes the official communique on the 
incidents that took place yesterday in front of the cathedral. 


The Salvadoran junta members said the bishops allowed themselves to be in- 
fluenced by the reports they received inside the cathedral, 


The bishops were not well informed, since they believed that there were 
public forces outside the church, That is completely untrue, the junta 
said. 


Napoleon Duarte, a member of the junta, said the prelates were inside the 
church behind closed doors and were told inside that there were personnel 
carriers and security forces outside. However, persons who were inside 
the church said the doors remained open to prevent almost 5,000 people 
who were inside from suffc-ating, in view of the intense heat. 


The Salvadoran leaders also said the priest Miguel d'Escoto, foreign min- 
ister of Nicaragua, had asked the government for information regarding 
the events in order to get a clear idea of the incidents. 


In addition, during today's news conference, Duarte presented evidence to 
support his charge that the incidents on Sunday were caused by leftist 
militants. 


The evidence presented, photographs and a videocassette, surprised foreign 
newsmen present at the conference, since they had taken the pictures then- 
selves and could not explain how they had come into the hands of the govern- 
ment. The videocassette had been filmed by an NBC cameraman and was trans- 
mitted by satellite from Nicaragua [as received] to New York. 


How did it get into your hands?, the U.S. newsman asked in surprise today. 
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Duarte replied that it had been confiscated for state security reasons, 
for which he apologized and promised not to release it to the public 
without the express authorization from NBC. 


During the news conference, attended by the five members of the government 
junta, it was also repeated that the government has responded to the 
leftists’ declaration of war with a declaration of peace. 


Finally, the junta said the official count of Sunday's casualties so far 
is 31 dead and 148 injured. 


The situation in San Salvador remained tense this afternoon, although there 
was only a short burst of firing at noon which caused no casualties. 


cso: 3010 
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EL SALVADOR 


JUNTA REPEATS CHARGE THAT LEFTISTS TO BLAME FOR VIOLENCE AT FUNERAL 
PAO1LO131 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 2335 GMT 31 Mar 80 PA 
[Article by Mauro Espinoza] 


[Excerpts] San Salvador, 31 Mar (CAN-EFE)--The revolutionary government 
junta of El Salvador reiterated here today that the Revolutionary Coordina- 
ting Board of the Masses is responsible for the tragic incidents on Sunday 
in which at least 31 persons died. 


The government junta told newsmen during a conference that "extremist ele- 
ments" had acted "in a cowardly and irresponsible manner" to sow panic, 
fear, confusion and anguish among approximately 100,000 persons gathered 
in front of the Salvadoran cathedral for the funeral of Msgr Oscar Arnulfo 
Romero, slain archbishop of San Salvador. 


"It is inconceivable that there should be a mentality which plans such a 
tragedy," the junta said. 


The junta acknowledged tha* the disorders could have been ini‘iated by 
accident or by provocation of persons other than leftists, but said the 
mere presence of armed elements within a march organized by the Revolution- 
ary Coordinating Board of the Masses was enough to justify placing the 
blame on the Marxist-Leninist organization. 


The junta also said the statements made by Nicaraguan Foreign Minister 
Miguel d'Escoto, who along with over 30 prelates took refuge in the metro- 
politan cathedral at the time of the disturbances, had been the product 

of the "collective hysteria" inside the church, D'Escoto has said publicly 
that military troops dispersed the demonstration and fought with leftist 
militants in nearby streets. 


"There was not a single soldier or member of the security forces in the 
area around the cathedral nor were personnel carriers or military vehicles 
involved in the incidents," the junta said. 


"Father d'Escoto's statements were produced by a mental psychosis, by fear," 
the junta said. The junta members added that Father d'Escoto had promised 
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to withdraw the public statements as soon as it was proved that there were 
no security troops in the area, 


The government listed the officiel number of deaths in the incidents as 31, 
but unofficial sources indicate that there may have been as many as 40, 


Members of the junta also said they respect the opinion of the bishops in 
the communique issued on Sunday, following the incidents, but they do not 
agree with their account. 
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EL SALVADOR 


JUNTA MEMBER URGES PEOPLE TO COOPERATE WITH GOVERNMENT 
PA291841 San Salvador DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 28 Mar 80 pp 15, 29 PA 


[Text] "The current process of social transformation being carried out by 
the revolutionary government junta allows the participation of all Salva- 
dorans in a peaceful revolution," junta member Col Jaime Abdul Gutierrez 
has said. 


He added that only blind or stupid people do not realize that the political 
and social efforts being carried out are promoting peaceful change which 
can succeed only if they are accepted by the Salvadorans. 


“Today more than ever," Colonel Gutierrez says, “when some extremist groups 
are trying to promote violence, all social organizations must express them- 
selves in favor of the changes taking place. 


“Every Salvadoran has the right and duty to work for a more just and demo- 
cratic country, Gutierrez added. 


The member of the junta admitted that many government officials are inde- 
pendent persons who understand that the country needs its best children and 
for that reason they have decided to cooperate with the government. These 
are persons, Colonel Gutierrez added, willing to work for a noble cause, 
and in this respect they are making all their effort to carry out the tasks 
given them. 


Colonel Gutierrez regretted that many citizens are unable to express 
sympathy for the reforms announced by the government because they are afraid 
they will be criticized by some organizations. 


"There are many who could cooperate with constructive criticism, which the 
government would accept, but unfortimately they have not done this so far," 
he added, 


Colonel Gutierrez said, "We have said on several occasions that our govern- 
ment is inspired by a genuine pluralism which allows all citizens to express 
their opinion on all matters of national importance. We believe the people's 
participation in matters that concern them is of vital importance to improv- 
ing our system of government and to establishing the foundations for a 
pluralist society." 


⸗ 
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EL SALVADOR 


'L'UNITA': EL SALVADOR'S ALBERTO RAMOS SCORES JUNTA'S ‘COSMETIC' MOVES 
LDO11027 Rome L'UNITA in Italian 26 Mar 80 pp 1, 17 LD 


[Interview with Alberto Ramos, "leader" of the Salvadoran "Coordinadora" 
by Renzo Foa: "Carter's Options in Central America"--date and place not 
specified) 


[Excerpts] Rome--"Since November," Alberto explained, "the junta has re- 
ceived U.S. military supplies worth $18 million--not rifles and cartridges, 
but helicopters, tanks and artillery. That is, weapons for pitched battles, 
for an outright war. And at the same time it has received--also from the 
United States--aid worth $5 million, with the aim of shoring up an ailing 
economy." 


[Question] At the beginning of the month the government junta launched two 
reforms--the agrarian reform and the nationalization of the banks. At the 
same time it declared a state of seige. What does this mean? 


[Anewer}] As far as the agrarian reform is concerned, a clumsy attempt is 
being made to weaken the left, in a bid to convince the peasants that it is 
the government which defends their interests and not the popular parties. 
But the measures are superficial and the killings in the countryside show 
that the political objective has failed. With regard to the banks, you 
simply have to remember that since the Sandinista victory in Nicaragua 
$2.5 billion in private capital has left the country. They have nationalized 
empty banks. Not completely empty, because there are the U.S. $50 million 
which the junta is now handling directly. Finally, there is a cosmetic 
maneuver directed abroad, to display a reformist face so as to justify the 
repression.... 


[Question] What are the prospects now? 


[Answer] We are working to build a revolutionary democratic front which 
will rally the forces willing to struggle for a government equal to the 
demands for rebirth and development. This is the only way out for El Sal- 
vador. We know that the struggle will be long and that we will have to 
defend ourselves with every available weapon, because our enemies are many 
in number. We ere fighting not only the violence of domestic repression. 
We know that in Guatemala the CIA is training an army of mercenaries, com- 
posed of former Somozist guards, Cuban exiles and former South Vietnamese 
troops. We also know that there is a danger of direct U.S. intervention if 
we gain power. But we have trust in our people. Just as Monsignor Romero 
did. 
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EL SALVADOR 


SALVADORAN LEFTISTS DENY RESPONSIBILITY FOR 30 MARCH INCIDENTS 
PAO1L0006 Paris AFP in Spanish 1933 GMT 31 Mar 80 PA 
[Article by Paul Rutler] 


[Text] Sam Salvador, 31 Mar (AFP)--The Revolutionary Coordinating Board of 
the Masses, which groups the main Salvadoran leftist organizations, today 
rejected all responsibility for the nassacre at the cathedral on Sunday 
when national guard snipers dressed as civilians fired against the crowd 
attending Archbishop Romero's funeral, 


Julio Flores, one of the leaders of the People's Revolutionary Bloc said at 
a press conference this morning at the university, that the snipers had 
entered the Defense Ministry located in the national palace next to the 
cathedral on Saturday to prepare their attack against the crowd that would 
attend the funeral. 


Flores accused the snipers of having used G-3 grenade launchers and other 
automatic weapons. He said the march organized by the Revolutionary Co- 
ordinating Board of the M:-ses was absolutely peaceful. He also said that 
some people at the march had reacted against the attack by the snipers in 
self-defense. He said, however, that they had only used rocks and a few 
.22 caliber pistols. According to Flores between 35 and 40 people died 
at the cathedral, 


The coordinating board has announced several measures in reply to the massa- 
cre. One of these is a call to all the governments of the world, including 
the Vatican, to break relations with the Salvadoran junta, and a call to 
the workers to boycott arms shipments to El Salvador. It will also ask 
American workers to exert pressure on the U.S, Government to prevent U.S. 
intervention in Fl Salvador. It will also ask the government for guarantees 
that there will not be another massacre during the funeral of yesterday's 
victims. 


Flores flatly denied that the coordinating board had planned to steal 
Archbishop Romero's body, as stated by the government in its official com- 
munique. Flores said the government's accusation is part of the campaign 
of intoxication waged by the junta and U.S, imperialism. 
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A epokeeman for the Nationalist Democratic Union an ally of the Salvadoran 
Communist Party, announced the forming of a new political party called 
the Democratic Front. This party will group all the members of the co- 
ordinating board and other leftist groups, as well as all Salvadoran pro- 
gressive political sectors. 
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EL SALVADOR 


MNR CRITICIZES PDC IN PRESS RU:LEASE 
PAO10333 San Salvador LA CRONI(CA DEL PUEBLO in Spanish 28 Mar 80 p 1 PA 


[Text] Political isolation at the top has left what remains of the leader- 
ship of the Christian Democratic Party [PDC] to express internationally its 
anguish and desperation in view of its inability to control a sociopolitical 
process which is beyond its scope and its abilities, the National Revolu- 
tionary Movement (MNR) said in a news bulletin sent to LA CRONICA. 


"Therefore, Duarte, Alverque and Rey Prendes, without political coordination, 
with a language and with intentions that in temperament are a synthesis of 
Molina and Romero, have informed the imperial centers of politics and com- 
munications about their hallucinations and phobias that the power they have 
desired for 20 years has been broadly discovered," the communique stated. 
[Sentence as published] 


The MNR then says: "Without measuring the consequences of their actions, 
they ‘the PDC leaders] make statements which could be classified as slander, 
absurdities, the death penalty [as published], political superficiality, 

lack of social sensitivity. rightist collaborationism and so forth, They 
are trying to hide their historical anachronism with vain lyricism: "The 
left has been homicidal," "the popular organizations are Marxist," "the 

MNR is serving the extrcome left," "we are holding talks with the MNR," 

"we are not repressive," "we have defeated the oligarchy," "the minorities 
are attacking us," “massive support for the reforms which we have initiated," 
and so forth. The art of lying has been nationalized. 


"The apprentice patriarchs, incidentally with an already autumnal concept 
of our truth and our image [a reference to the book: "El Otono del Patriar- 
ca" by Gabriel Garcia Marquez], are hurt because the MNR does not support 
them, We have already said previously--and we remain firmly committed to 
our decision--that we cannot endorse a prefabricated scheme which is very 
unlikely to become truly national, a scheme that does not really combine 
reforms with repression; instead repression prevents reform. 


"We withdrew from the government because we could not ignore the systematic 
persecution, the assassinations and torture of the people which have not 
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ceased from the overthrow of Romero to date, We have not held and cannot 
hold talks with persons who have not understood the people's political wil 
No member of the leadership or rank and file of our party is authorized to 
change our party's position ae published in the national presse on 21 Janu- 
ary 1980. 


"We are not responsible for opportunistic statements that only express the 


unpleasantness produced by that infinite isolation at the top being enjoyed 
by the PDC leaders." 


cso: 3010 


53 











EL SALVADOR 


JOURNALISTS 'REASSURED' REGARDING FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 
PA270256 San Salvador EL DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 26 Mar 80 pp 7, 29 PA 


[Commentary by Dr Rafael Hasbun: "IAPA and the Battle for Freedom of Ex- 
pression") 


[Excerpts] Reviewing what has been published regarding the exchange of 
viewpoints between Senator Helms and Ambassador White, I see that there are 
many aspects that I have failed to comment upon. Even the documents that 

I have mentioned "will be current in the future," if one can use such a 
paradoxical expression. Therefore, for the time being, I will change the 
subject to the relevant meeting of the Inter-American Press Association 
(IAPA) in San Jose, Costa Rica, which I was unable to attend at the last 
moment, but about which there is abundant information that we can pass on 
to the reader. 


As regards the situation in El Salvador, IAPA says the following: “There 
is no freedom of the press in El Salvador. There are no guarantees of any 
kind for the exercise of journalism as a profession. Attacks come from all 
sides. There is no security for newsmen, for the communications media, 

for the buildings in which the media function or for the homes of newsmen." 


In view of these restrictions, the statements by Engineer Jose Napoleon 
Duarte, who was invited to the IAPA meeting, were really encouraging. He 
pledged before the Interamerican forum that he would not nationalize the 
national press. This means that, as regards free enterprise in the field 
of journalism, it will be possible to gradually recover the ground lost as 
regards freedom of expression. There is no doubt that Duarte, as a member 
and official representative of the government junta, intended this commit- 
ment of honor to reassure newsmen who know that basically, without free 
enterprise, there can be no free journalism. 
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EL SALVADOR 


MAJANO, DUARTE SPEAK TO FOREIGN NEWSMEN 
PA230109 San Salvador EL DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 22 Mar 80 p 5, 29 PA 


[Text] There is no danger that the payment of the government workers will 
be delayed, Col Adolfo Arnoldo Majano said yesterday in reply to a question 
by EL DIARIO DE HOY. 


Col Majano and Napoleon Duarte spoke to a group of foreign newsmen who wanted 
to discuss various matters. 


It has been said in some sectors that because the government is giving many 
salary increases it could get so low on funds it wouldn't be able to meet 
the payrolls. 


In this respect, Colonel Majano, as well as Napoleon Duarte, said that when 
salary increases were granted it was done knowing that there was an availabil- 
ity of funds. We have taken great care not to overextend ourselves, they 
said. 


"The nation's budget, they said, is estimated on the availability of the 
national funds." 


Someone asked if the reforms might have come too late to stop the violence. 
Colonel Majano replied that this was not the case and that there was still 
time and that the people must be aware that the reforms are being imple- 
mented for the benefit of the vast majority of the people. 


He also said that these were positive measures. He added that some sectors 
may react negatively because they are losing grounds for protests and others 
because they are losing privileges. But, he said, the favored sectors are 
reacting positively. 


Colonel Majano emphasized that under the present circumstances there is a 
new frame of mind at the armed forces. There is a greater opening for the 
various political lines and identification with the people. 


It has been said that leftist groups claim that the government is imple- 
menting a repressive policy. To this Colonel Majano said that there is no 
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such repressive policy; what happens is that the armed forces are guarantee- 
ing national security and order. The armed forces have been ordered to 
prevent the death of innocent persons but those interested in provoking 
violence do not allow the armed forces to do this, They open fire, he said, 
and naturally the armed forces react, 


It has also been said that there is no parity in the use of weapons. 


While the "subversive" groups use small weapons, the army uses heavy caliber 
arms, Colonel Majano said this could be the case, but who opens fire first? 


It could be that some security corps personnel do not follow orders. Some- 
one could be out of control, but these are the exceptions. 


"As a rule the armed forces follow orders," he said. 


Napoleon Duarte admitted that the economic situation is not good but the 
government, he said, is drafting an emergency program which was presented 
yesterday afternoon by the Planning Ministry to the junta. This plan has 
instructions to solve the situation. The plan includes programs to open 
new sources of employment, encourage national projects and encourage the 
agricultural sector. The junta had met with the cottongrowers that morning. 


He also reported on the sales of coffee and the increased production of 
cereals. 


"This year could be difficult. A situation which has prevailed for 50 years 
cannot be overcome in 24 hours, he said, but something has been gained and 
we are confident that much will be achieved to benefit the majorities." 

He also said that the president of the Inter-American Development Bank 


and the economy minister are in the United States negotiating part of the 
$50 million available for El Salvador to implement economic projects. 
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EL SALVADOR 


COLUMNIST ANALYZES HELMS-WHITE AGRARIAN REFORM VIEWS 
PA262225 San Salvador EL DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 25 Mar 80 pp 7, 19 PA 


[Continuation of article by Rafael Asbun: "The Agrarian Reform in the 
View of Helms and White"--passage within slantlines published in boldface] 


[Excerpts] The exchange of views carried out by the U.S. Senatorial group 
opposed to Robert E. White's appointment as ambassador to our country, 
whom eventually was appointed, presented the Salvadoran reality as if seen 
through a kaleidoscope. 


From a distance, it seems as if El Salvador was having an interesting revo- 
lutionary experience in which neither Marxism or capitalism were involved. 
The fact is, that the country is facing an unusual constitutional *ituation, 
administrative and institutional disorder. The only thing it had left which 
showed some capability and dynamism was private enterprise. 


Senator Helms asked White: "Does the Salvadoran Government have the tech- 
nical know-how to carry out sophisticated economic planning?" 


White: "A. This government's agrarian reform program has not increased nor 
diminished production because the law has not been issued. 


"B. /The Salvadoran Government should have nationalized the land before 
overthrowing former President Romero. No matter how badly managed, I am 
sure that production on private properties was higher than on state owned 
properties. / 


"C. I am not too familiar yet with statistics on coffee exports. Maybe 
there was bad administration by the government. Nevertheless, I must remind 
you that this government has only been in power for less than 30 days. 


"D. As far as I know this government still has not done anything regarding 
the banks. I have heard that it has plans to nationalize the banking in- 
dustry. 


"E. El Salvador has many well-trained economists and expert technicians in 
the field. Besides, this type of aid is also available from international 
agencies such as the World Bank, the International Development Bank and 
others." 
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Something I am sure of, if I ever commit a crime, or for instance, if I 
were to be accused of being a counterrevolutionary, I would certainly look 
up Ambassador White to defend me. He seems smart enough and his answers 
are in line with the point he wants to put across. 


Helms asked about production because of the announcement that the agrarian 
reform law aas going to be issued, White answered that the agrarian reform 
law had no bearing on production increasing or diminishing because on 18 
February, the day he appeared before the Senate's committee, the agrarian 
reform law had not been issued, Nevertheless, Helms and the Salvadorans do 
know the difference and that just the announcement of an agrarian reform 127 
sent farm product prices upward, while production had diminished because it 
was considered a risky business. Before the agrarian reform law was issued, 
the sale and mortgage on some rural estates was suspended, Senator Helms 
was right when he said that the effects of the agrarian reform law were 

felt before the law was issued, 
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EL SALVADOR 


MAJANO SAYS ECONOMY NEEDS $300 MILLION 
PA242304 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 0334 GMT 22 Mar 80 PA 
[Article by Mauro Espinoza] 


[Text] San Salvador, 21 March (ACAN-EFE)--The revolutionar mta of the 
government said here tocay that the Salvadoran economy need: . $300 million 
investment for its full reactivation. 


Col Adolfo Arnoldo Majano and Christian Democratic Party member Jose 
Napoleon Duarte--both members of the governing group--noted that '"$100 
million will be needed for the initial phase" this year. 


The regime, which reached power on 15 October after overthrowing the military 
government of Gen Carlos Humberto Romero, is facing a very unstable social 
and economic situation that has been complicated by the flight of capital 
and a violent political crisis that has become increasingly acute in the 
past few months. 


The governing group has initiated a program of profound structural reforms 
aimed at changing a situation where a small group of persons dominate the 


economy. 


The junta has initiated an agrarian reform and the nationalization of the 
private financial system and the foreign trade of agricultural and sea pro- 
ducts to establish a more adequate distribution of the national wealth. 


However, the reforms are being opposed by leftist and rightist sectors. 


Duarte has said that most of the funds should come from foreign credits 
which, he added, should not be difficult to obtain because the country is 
financially solvent. 


He said that El Salvador's foreign debt is approximately $240 million, but 
the country is up to date in meeting its payment responsibilities. The 
economy minister and the president of the Central Reserves Bank of El Sal- 
vador are in New York negotiating a $60 million credit for this country, 
Duarte said. 
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The Salvadoran regime has received a specific offer of a $50 million loan 
from the United States. The regime has also signed an $8 million loan 
commitment with the FRG, 


Majano said that the reforms are part of a "general and complete change" 
that responds to "evident and objective needs of the people." Inthe past 
few days there was a report according to which a military member of the 
governing group reportedly has said that the reforms "have been carried out 
to satisfy the communists." 


The report has been denied by Majano who noted that the present government 
"is sure that we have arrived on time with this political and military plan" 
to avoid a civil war in El Salvador. 


The military man rejected charges that the Salvadoran regime is repressive, 
More than 80 persons have died in the past few days in El Salvador as a 
result of violence throughout the national territory. 


Approximately 58 of the casualties occurred on Monday, 17 March, when the 
Revolutionary Coordinating Board of the Masses--four organizations with 
Marxis-Leninist tendencies--decreed a general strike in the industry and 
commerce sectors. Majano stated: ‘The dead are victims of clashes between 
armed groups and the authorities." He added that the government has speci- 
fically banned "any military action that goes against human rights." 


"The victims have resulted when armed groups have openly manifested some 
type of bellicosity" toward the authorities, Majano noted. He also stated 
that "big efforts are made to have military elements prevent deaths." He 
also noted that part of the government's efforts are directed at trans- 
forming the armed forces. He stated that the officers are willing to pre- 
vent violent actions, which "is part of their military training." ‘The 
education that the officers of the armed forces receive is aimed at that," 
Majano declared. 


Majano went on to add that this awareness of the officers was what motivated 
the coup d'etat of 15 Uctober when General Romero was overthrown, "It 
cannot be denied that the coup had to be prepared for some time, but it 
would not have been possible if the officers had not been fed up with the 
political violence and with the human rights violations committed by the 
regime," he said. 


According to Majano, the officers receive the necessary instructions "to 
get to know the needs of the people so that they may support the economic 
changes taking place today." He added: The participation of the officers 
in the coup was part of a process initiated some years ago with the educa- 
tion received by the new members of the Salvadoran Armed Forces. 


Duarte said that the government today, Friday, will receive a "national 
emergency plan“ which includes plans for the reactivation of the economy. 
He added that in addition to the economic investment of $300 million, it 


will be necessary to seek new markets for the Salvadoran products and "to 
end with the climate of violence in El Salvador." 
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EL SALVADOR 


COFFEE GROWERS INSIST FREE MARKET SYSTEM BEST 
PA211614 San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 16 Mar 80 pp 3, 8 PA 


[Text] The Association of Coffee Growers has insisted to the revolutionary 
government junta that the 1979-80 coffee harvest be sold according to the 
traditional system, for the good of the country. 


Ao important meeting was held between the government junta and the coffee 
growers association to discuss the sale of the harvest. There was unani- 
mous agreement in again asking the revolutionary government junta to per- 

mit the marketing of coffee according to the system which has had good re- 
sults for many years. They said this would not only benefit the coffee 
growers, who would be in a better condition to face their credit commitments, 
but would also benefit the country in general because it would speed up 
earnings of foreign currency so urgently required for international trans- 
actions. 


At the meeting the Association of Coffee Growers also decided to maintain 
its complete support for the pronouncements and resolutions adopted during 
the talks held at the national level 20-29 February 1979, They said that 
they have long been negotiating for just credit lines so that the jobs of 
thousands of Salvadorans can be insured through normal production as in 
previous years. 


They maintain that they have an imperative need for assistance in fighting 
coffee rust and that their disenchantment is increasing due to the govern- 
ment's indifference. They once again said that the coffee growers are not 
responsible for the economic consequences in the labor sector as a result 
of the unemployment caused by the restrictions imposed upon them. 


The coffee growers will hold consultations to study how to establish a 
national cooperative in which all coffee growers would have equal partici- 
pation and enjoy equally the benefits of an organization of this nature. 


Finally, they said their opposition to INCAFE [not further identified] is 
just and correct due to errors which can be observed in all those activities 
operated by domestic and foreign monopolies, because they prevent free com- 
petition, which is where quality and other improvements originate. 
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EL SALVADOR 


BRIEFS 


'NARODNA ARMIYA' INTERVIEWS REVOLUTIONARIES--Sofia, March 27 (BTA)--"The 
entire U.S. aid is turning into genocide against the Salvadoran people", 
emphasize two members of the leadership of the Revolutionary Coordination 
Committee--Mario Aguinada and Facundo Guardado, Interviewed by NARODNA 
ARMIYA they point out that the USA has granted 58 million dollars to the 
junta in El Salvador, has delivered enormous quantity of weapons and mili- 
tary advisers and is now training mercenaries in Guatemala. The two Sal- 
vadorian revolutionaries add: “The junta existe with the backing of the 
USA. Disguised behind a reforming demagogy, it has no power to decide but 
playe the role of a tool of oligarchy and imperialism". They think that 

the only way of establishing a just society in El Salvador is the revolu- 
tionary struggle. Characterizing the present stage of Salvadoran revolu- 
tion, Mario Aguinada and Facundo Guardado stress the importance of the 
unity of action of the masses and of the role of the Communist Party which, 
together with the remaining revolutionary organizations, sets the direction 
of the people's struggle. The interview reads: "The Communist Party, which 
is a considerable political force in the country, has always taken an active 
part in the paramount moments of Salvador's history. Now, when the fate of 
the revolution is being de-ided upon, it is again in the vanguard". [Text] 
[AU271041 Sofia BTA in English 0845 GMT 27 Mar 80 AU) 





MINISTER EXPLAINS RESIGNATION--Mexico City, 29 Mar (EFE)--The rightwing, 
which is acting within and outside the government, is responsible for 
violence in El Salvador, Eduardo Colindres said in Mexico today. He re- 
signed his post as Salvadoran education minister 3 days ago. Colindres 
said that in addition to stopping repression the Salvadoran Government 
junta should “militarily” attack the rightwing because it is an impediment 
to finding “a peaceful, democratic and popular solution" to political vio- 
lence in the country. He added that the recently promulgated social reforms, 
such as the distribution of land and the nationalization of banks and for- 
eign trade, were economic measures taken against the rightwing. "Now, the 
same thing has to be done militarily,” he feels. Colindres explained that 
his resignation was due to the fact that while the civilian-military junta 
has adopted economic and social reforms, it has not taken any specific 
action against the right. He mentioned that it has been confirmed during 
agrarian reform that there were weapons and military uniforms on farms in 
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El Salvador, “which indicates that the rightwing is generating violence 
and engaging in terrorist activities." [Text] [PA301304 Madrid EFE in 
Spanish 0113 GMT 30 Mar 80 PA) 


MEXICAN NEWSMAN LEAVES COUNTRY~--San Salvador, 31 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--Raymundo 
Riva Palacio, correspondent for the Mexican newspaper UNO MAS UNO, left 

El Salvador today in view of the death threats he had received during the 
past few days, a newsman for the same Mexican newspaper has stated. The 
newsman and several of his Mexican colleagues had requested protection for 
newemen in El Salvador. Due to the violent political crisis more than 60 
foreign correspondents have arrived in El Salvador to cover the current 
situation. Col Adolfo Arnoldo Majano, member of the revolutionary govern- 
ment junta, told Mexican newsmen that they could rest assured that the 
government respected the work of the newsmen. He added that obviously 
the threats and intimidation stemmed from groups seeking to discredit the 
image of El Salvador abroad, although he did not specify which group might 
be responsible. A few weeks ago, a photographer of the same Mexican paper 
was forced to leave the country [words indistinct] by unidentified persons 
who kidnaped him in a vehicle and took him to the Salvadoran airport where 
they made him board a commercial flight to Guatemala, The photographer, 
Jose Trinidad Hernadez, later went to Mexico where he narrated his odyssey. 
[Text] [PAO1LO302 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 0055 GMT 1 Apr 80 PA] 


INTERIOR MINISTER ON DEMOCRACY--The citizenry in general needs peace and 
jobs in order to seek a democratic solution to the situation which we are 
experiencing, Interior Minister Jose Ovidio Hernandez told this station. 
The official expressed this opinion in response to a question regarding 

the occupation of the cathedral of San Salvador and similar actions in the 
country. He said that the proclamation of the armed forces and the January 
document are designed to seek an opening toward democracy. We are aware, 

he said, that this is a temporary situation, as is the government itself, 
and that the government will have to seek a democratic solution by means 

of a consultation with the people. In this regard, this regime has promoted 
laws which are precisely for the people's benefit. I realize, the official 
said, that these measures have served to undercut the banners of other 
sectors which perhaps are not happy with the changes because they are not 
the ones making them. Finally, the minister said the present government 
respects the people's opinions, but they take them at cost [al costo], since 
the government has its own dynamism and its own viewpoints. Nevertheless, 
it permits criticism, with the certainty that as the government, it will 
channel matters according to its own criteria for the benefit of the people. 
[Text] [PA212235 San Salvador Radio Cadena Central in Spanish 1500 GMT 

21 Mar 80 PA} 


WPC CONDEMNS U.S,.--The WPC has denounced the killing by the forces of the 
Salvadoran military junta of the true representatives of the people of that 
Central American country who are struggling for national independence, 
sovereignty, democracy and social justice. In a statement issued in Helsinki, 
the council condemns the U.S. Government which is giving $18 million [figure 
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as heard) in military aid to the Salvadoran military junta in order to 
increase its repression against the people. Finally, the WPC urges all 

ite national entities and the international organizations that struggle 

for peace to express their support for the Salvadoran nation and its 
legitimate representatives. [Text] [PA220336 Havana International Service 
in Spanish 0000 GMT 22 Mar 80 PA] 


OWNERS' PERSONAL EFFECTS RETURNED--All the personal belongings of the owners 
of ranches seized by the agrarian reform, are being returned at the Agri- 
culture Ministry. Personal belongings can be returned only when a commis- 
sion authorized by the respective department of the Salvadoran Agrarian 
Transformation Institute goes to where the confiscated property is and 
makes an inventory of the personal belongings to be returned to the owner. 
In this way the former owners can make their claims to the ministry's vech- 
nical personnel which controls the administration of all properties con- 
fiscated by the agrarian reform. It was also revealed at the Agriculture 
Ministry that all people who own land on more than 700 mangzganas, in one or 
more properties, are being affected. The second stage of the agrarian re- 
form will affect all landowners whose lands exceed from 100 to 150 hectares 
[as published] throughout all the nationel territory, according to soil 
quality. [Excerpt] [PA230337 San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 

23 Mar 80 p 3 PA} 


‘U.S, READY TO INTERVENE'--About a year ago, when our revolution was at 

the threshold of victory, we were able to confirm that a U.S, naval force 
with marines aboard was sailing close to the Nicaraguan coast. It was no 
secret at the time that the U.S. plan was to use the Central American De- 
fense Council [CONDECA] to intervene in our country, Today, the situation 
is the same, only now the objective is not Nicaragua, but El Salvador. Let 
us look at the situation, About 2 months ago, the U.S, President's national 
security adviser told U.S, negotiators for El Salvador that Washington would 
send the marines if necesr*ry to prevent the people from seizing power. We 
already have several hundred U.S, instructors in El Salvador. Not long ago, 
a total of 150 trucks loaded with military equipment arrived in El Salvador 
from Guatemala, which is the equivalent of CONDECA, Israel, as when Somoza 
was in power, continues sending equipment and advisers to the military in 

El Salvador. Yesterday, things went even farther, U.S, Secretary of State 
Cyrus Vance said that U.S. plans for military aid will continue disregarding 
the assassination of Monsignor Romero. This is not just a supposition, 

this has already been decided. However, they must have an excuse to carry 
out their plans. Monsignor Romero's assassination could be an excuse. 
[Text] [PA271845 Managua Sistema Sandinista Television Network in Spanish 
1600 GMT 27 Mar 80 PA] 
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GUATEMALA 


SALVADORAN POLITICAL SITUATION ANALYZED 

Attempts To Establish Communism 
Guatemala City EL IMPARCIAL in Spanish 8 Mar 80 p 2 
[Editorial by Mario Ribas Montes: "Whither El Salvador?"] 


[Text] If we thoroughly analyze the events which have been taking place 

in El Salvador during the last few months, we will see that 95 percent of the 
efforts to establish communism in that neighbor country are being exerted 

by the communists. 


It was Viron Vaky, under secretary of state for Latin American affairs, who 
personally promoted the downfall of former President Carlos Humberto Romero, 
through the coup of a leftist faction of the army, which is not representative 
of that institution and which was assisted by Socialist and Christian Demo- 
cratic elements. 


The American State Department should have known beforehand that a revolutionary 
junta put together in such an artificial manner would immediately be on shaky 
ground as soon as it took over the government and would be unable to rees- 
tablish order nor destroy Marxist subversion which it had to confront at a 
cost of nearly 2,000 deaths and the paralyzation of the national economy. 
Faced by this dangerous situation and the threat of the installation of a 
communist regime in El Salvador, moderate elements of the center attempted 

to promote a discreet swing toward moderation; however, the U.S. Government 
warned that it would not permit a "rightist" coup, which shut off any other 
avenue except the victory of communist suoversion. 


Mr Carter's government said that it would give no economic aid to El Salvador 
if the prevailing leftist format of government were changed in any way and, 
as a gimsick [Zancadilla], forced the junta to issue an agrarian reform law 
which doubtless will precipitate civil war in that tormented country. Yes- 
terday the Salvadoran army started to seize private farms to hand them over 
to the cooperatives without any indemnization procedure, something which even 
the Nicaraguan Sandinists had not dared to do. 
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It has been published that despite the "straitjacket" which the United States 
has put on the so-called "“rightists" of El Salvador, they will attempt to do 
battle to defend their property. Speaking without euphemisms, this means 
civil war, with the consequence of deaths which will be on the heads of those 
who are playing with human lives as pieces on a clessboard. According to 
reports received today from San Salvador, the first confrontations have 
already taken place on the farms of well-known landowners; and it is feared 
that this weekend will be particularly bloody in the sister country. 


This morning other messages were received here reporting that the revolutionary 
junta had nationalized the banking system, a symbolic measure of the socialist 
bias of that government which, in spite of this, has not been able to 
counteract Marxist subversion as was supposed by those who backed the movement 
which deposed President Romero. 


The question which arises with respect to the Salvadoran situation is: What 
will private enterprise do to face up to the brutal aggression of which it has 
been the victim through measures such as nationalization of the banking system 
and expropriation of farms, with no other justification than this: if these 
measures are not taken, communism will be piven the green light to continue 
its subversive activities? The revolutionary junta does not have the support 
of the extreme leftists, because since its installation it was forced to combat 
them, after the subversive groups did not respond to the appeal wade to them 
to lay down their arms, nor does it now have the support of the rightists 

for having adopted an attitude of cock-of-the-walk and chicken [g: llo-gallina]. 


For Guatemala, the Salvadoran crisis is of vital importance; therefore, it is 
with special interest that we are observing the course of events. We are con- 
cerned about the extremist position which is being adopted by the revolutionary 
junta to survive, harassed on one side by the communists and the clumsy policy 
of the State Department and on the other side by the sensible people who want 
peace and moderation, calm nd confidence to raise the country out of the 
economic bankruptcy into which it has fallen. 


Neighborly Concern 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 11 Mar 80 p 2 
[Editorial: "Salvadoran Situation at Critical Crossroads"] 


[Text] On one occasion--precisely when the first sparks were lit of the 

acute phase which still persists in the Salvadoran crisis--we expressed the 
opinion that as neighbors, as brothers in much tradition, we should contemplate 
the progress of those events with very careful attention, as if it were our 
own business, but without accepting insinuations and much less pressures, to 
intervene in matters which aro of an internal nature, strictly the business 

of our Cuscaltecan brothers. 


We have maintained that same viewpoint, responding to the principle much 
bandied about but also much violated, namely nonintervention, by rejecting the 
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systematic and abusively meddlesome conduct of the U.S. Government in that 
country just as previously it intervened in Nicaragua. Such conduct brings 
to mind the worst periods of Yankee imperialism; and, although it is not 
being conducted today with the brutal methods of armed intervention, such 
methods have been replaced by intrigues, financial pressures and gifts, which 
so often corrupt peoples and governments. 


As a matter of fact, that is what is happening. What has taken place in El 
Salvador up to now, which seems to be a record of long hours of trials, is 
attributable in its entirety to the interventionism of Carter's government. 
History will be the judge of this; however, in the meantime, there is a 

people which is enduring the suffering of the violent political changes on its 
soil and finds itself--almost with its shoulders against the wall--faced with 
a future black with uncertainty. 


The events in El Salvador last week reached a level of extraordinary expec- 
tation when the government junta--in which Christian Democracy now prevails, 
with the presence of the army which is inherent--ordered confrontation of the 
unrestrained and bloody aggression of the extremist groups of the left and of 
an alleged outbreak from the extreme right, with the imposition of a state of 
Siege. And, following that, possessed of this power, the Junta decreed and 
has begun to implement a radical agrarian plan and the nationalization of the 
banking system. 


Two unquestionably significant steps are involved whose effects, because of 
this, could be decisive for the immediate future of the neighboring republic 
"of--as the correspondents hammer home--21,000 square kilometers and 5.5 
million inhabitants," “and with only $640 per capita income annually," with 
which the reporters attempt to accentuate the seriousness of the social and 
economic composition of a country in which economic differences are so markedly 
present. Both measures should be observed and analyzed profoundly here in 
Guatemala, as in our eyes, such events cannot be totally someone else's 
business. 


Without yet being familiar with what the legal texts say and knowing about 
the events of which the affected sectors are protesting, it is impossible 

to make a logical judgment, although there is much folderol and demagogy, 
whose effects can be counterproductive. A group from the Salvadoran private 
sector is in Guatemala, and we must listen to and analyze their rationale. 
This should be examined with a double magnifying glass, as full publicity was 
given to the rebel document of the communists, while, at the same time, 

we take a look at what progress is being made by the troubled government of 


the junta. 
8143 
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GUATEMALA 


FUR CHARGES TWO 'EADERS SPREADING PARTY LIES 
PA280041 Guatemala City Radio Nuevo Mundo in Spanish 1800 GMT 22 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] The United Revolutionary Front [FUR] hereby explains to the public 
that two party leaders have been making false statements noting that the 
National Assembly meeting held on 16 March was illegal. We hereby explain 
that the National FUR Executive Council during its regular meeting on 20 Feb- 
ruary 1980 by a majority vote decided to convene a National Assembly meet- 
ing (Minutes No 27) and on 21 February established the date, place and time 
of the meeting: 16 March at 0800 at the party headquarters (Minutes No 28). 
During a session held on 22 February the general organization secretary was 
entrusted with accrediting the departmental and municipal executives sent 

to the assembly meeting (Minutes No 29, Article 23, clause 8 of the statutes). 
The summons was sent to each party unit via certified mail on 25 February, 
that is, 15 days ahead of time (Article 20, clause 3 of the statvtes). It 

is up to the National Executive Council and not to the secretary gereral to 
convene a regular or special National Assembly meeting as has cen ten- 
dentiously and falsely noted. This very council entrusted the organization 
secretary with convening the meeting because the secretary general was ab- 
sent (Articles 23, 24 and <5 of the statutes). 


When the special Nationl Assembly meeting opened following the aforemen- 
tioned formal steps, the registration book for the delegates accredited by 
their branches was opened. To avoid anyone's being supplanted, they were 
asked to identify themselves with their neighborhood identification card 
[cedula de vecindad] as set forth in Article 7 of the assembly meeting rules. 
A credentials commission was also appointed to enforce that regulation. When 
the meeting opened, the National Executive Council reported on the number of 
delegates accredited, establishing the existence of the quorum required by 
Article 43 of the statutes and Article 9 of the assembly meeting rules. The 
secretary general and the political council chairman were inexcusably absent 
during the assembly meeting. The national and international press and other 
guests saw how the second special FUR National Assembly meeting took place. 
The FUR hereby states that today more than ever it is firmly united and its 
grassroots are clear regarding its activities and political conduct. The 
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FUR ecates that it is totally false that the National Executive bodies have 
agreed to call a political recess of their activities. 


For the nation and the revolution, together we shall overcome! 


1980, first year of impunity for Manuel Colom Argueta's assassins [signed] 
National FUR Bxecutive Council 
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GUATEMALA 


GUATEMALAN GUERRILLA SAYS FIGHT WILL CONTINUE 
FL280052 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 0016 GMT 28 Mar 80 FL 


[Text] The definitive liberation of Guatemala is possible only through the 
continuation of political struggles and armed actions, (Nancy Pina) of the 
Guerrilla Army of the Poor of that Central American nation has told [Havana's] 
Radio RELOJ. She stressed that Guatemala, which is subjected to exploita- 
tion by the local oligarchy and transnational corporations, is the victim of 
a bloody regime that spares no effort in oppressing the population to main- 
tain its interests. 


The young delegate of the Guerrilla Army of the Poor to the conference on 
class structures in Latin America stressed the willingness of all the Guate- 
malan people to fight to defeat the reactionaries who want to choke in 

blood the popular and liberating revolution. She added that workers, peas- 
ants, students and the other sectors in Guatemala are fighting openly against 
the Democratic-Christian military regime. 


(Nancy Pina) told Radio RELOJ that the joint action of the various revolu- 
tionary organizations and purties is an important factor to defeat the mili- 
tary regime. She emphasized that the Guatemalan Labor Party, the rebel armed 
forces, the revolutionary organization of the people in arms and the Guerrilla 
Army of the Poor are working together to achieve the success of the revolution. 


She said that the repression unleashed by the armed forces and Israeli ad- 
visors will serve only to increase the Guatemalan people's determination to 
fight. The Guatemalan guerrilla leader stressed that her people's struggle 
gains inspiration from the best Latin American revolutionary traditions and 
has the solidarity and support of the world's progressive forces. 
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GUATEMALA 


HAVANA INTERVIEWS GUATEMALAN REVOLUTIONARY EVA RUIZ 
PA252228 Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 22 Mar 80 PA 


(Report on interview with Eva Ruiz by Lisette Victor in Havana, date not given] 


[Text] Here is an interview with Guatemalan Revolutionary Eva Ruiz who was 
a guest of the Third Congress of the Cuban Women's Federation recently held 
in Havana. In the first part of the interview held by Reporter Lisette 
Victor, Ruiz refers to the current political situation in Guatemala. [Begin 
Ruiz interview] The current regime has been marked by its militaristic 
tendency. The army's might has been used to defend the military tyranny. 
The main way that it stays in power is through the repression of the people's 
movement. Anyone who dares ask for just pay or demands not to be fired; in 
Other words, any protest no matter how minute is responded to by the Guate- 
mala Government with repression. There is not the least political action to 
try to solve the problems and economic crisis in the country. 


In addition to this repressive, sanguinary policy of the government against 
the mass of the people, there is the direct participation of the army in 
major military operations against guerrilla activities which have been in- 
tensified in Guatemala since 1965. There have been constant blows dealt 

to the army, henchmen and enemies of the workers in the cities, hills and 
townships throughout the country. Through those actions the government is 
trying to strike the guerrillas and demoralize the masses. However, in these 
operations against the guerrilla fronts the army has sustained major casual- 
ties. It has been ambushed by the guerrillas. This has further motivated 
the people's struggle. The army wants to make it seem like the dead, even 
its casualties, are guerrillas. In other words, it is trying to distort 
the news so the people will not react to this. 


Another issue we want to highlight is the unity of the revolutionary movement. 
While we have four revolutionary, political-military guerrillas organizations, 
all four of them are currently undergoing a very serious, profound progess 

of unity which is a very important step in the development of the people's 
war in our country. We think this unity effort will be the answer that the 
people are expecting. In other words, the government does not pose an 
alternative right now and we, the revolutionary vanguard in Guatemala, have 

to give the people that alternative through the armed struggle and with a 
political program for the people. 
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[Question] How are Guatemalan women participating in this people's struggle? 


[Answer] Extensively and fully. Guatemalan women are not only participating 
in mass activities and the mass struggle in the unions and the various poor 
neighborhoods but also militarily. Many of our members belong to the guer- 
rilla fronts and military units. They are fighting with a rather good mili- 
tary capability. Some companeras have even become martyrs. They have al- 
ready participated in military struggles. 


One companera mentioned the massacre at the Spanish Embassy, where six Indian 
companeras died. They were protesting the fact that their husbands had been 
kidnaped and their children killed. This is indicative of the full incorpor- 
ation of Guatema’an Indian women, women who no longer remain with their arms 
crossed. These are women who along with their husbands, children and brothers 
join in the struggle for the final liberation of our country. 


CSO: 3010 
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GUAT EMALA 


PEASANTS UNION DECLARATION CLAIMS WAGE ABUSES 
PA281555 Guatemala City Radio Mundial in Spanish 1200 GMT 21 Mar 80 PA 


[Paid advertisement by the Southern Coast Chapter of the National Committee 
of Labor Unity (CNUS) ] 


[Text] Several days ago rural workers, members of the Committee of Peasant 
Unity [Comite de Unidad Campesina--CUP], and other organizations which are 
members of the National Council of Labor Unity [CNUS] started the struggle 
for higher salaries in the southern coast farms. The strength of the masses 
in the cane, cotton and sugar mills and rubber plantations forced the govern- 
ment to back down pay a minimum salary of 3.20 quetzals. It was our strength, 
shown during 17 days of struggle, in which more than 75,000 workers parti- 
cipated among volunteers, ranch hands and workers, that achieved this import- 
ant triumph for all Guatemalan workers. 


We reject the maneuvers and reprisals by the farmowners and government against 
workers of the southern coast. These include: 


1. Dismissals at the National Las Mercedes farms in Colomba and Chocola in 
Mazatenango County, where the minimum salary is not being paid. 


2. Dismissals at the Salto Sugar Mill, and the Florita, Santa Rita, Cul- 
pilpillo, and Cerritos farms, as well as the Uzmate Farm in Santa Lucia 
Cotzumalguapa, and others in Esquintla, Sam Martin, El Pensamiento, El 
Transito, Palmira, La Ceiba, and various locations in Colomba. 


3. The threats of dismissal by the coffee planters, who are not complying 
with welfare benefits like water, light, firewood, food, medicine, and others. 
They are doubling the assigned tasks. 


In view of these maneuvers and reprisals, we demand: 
1. The payment of a minimum salary of 3.20 quetzals per ton of sugarcane, 


sale of cotton, and 100-lb case of coffee in harvest season, and payment 
during the off-season. 
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2. The payment of back salaries to all the employees. 


3. The reinstatement of thousands of dismissed workers, and an end to dis- 
missals and threats against workers. 


4. Respect for and increase of welfare benefits like water, firewood, medi- 
cine and others, because we have acquired those rights through our struggle. 


5. An end to the increase in daily tasks. 
We call on all farm workers: 


1. To continue our struggle in an organized anc efficient way so that farnm- 
owners and the government will meet our demands. 


2. To continue organizing and strengthening the different organizations be- 
longing to the CNUS. 


3. To defend and organize ourselves against abuse and repression. 


4. To support with our struggles the needs of the city workers, who are 
beginning their struggle for a 7-quetzal minimum salary in the cities. 


With out strength we achieved the 3.20 quetzal minimum salary. With our 
organized struggle we will make them comply. 


Regional chapter of the southern coast of the CNUS, member of the Democratic 
Front Against Repression. 
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GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


MLN LEADER'S COMMENTS--Carlos Godoy, leader of Guatemala's extreme right 
National Liberation Movement (MLN), commented yesterday on the assassination 
of Msgr Oscar Arnulfo Romero in El Salvador, noting that the Salvadoran ex- 
treme right and extreme left will now accuse each other. According to Godoy, 
the right will be accused of Monsignor Romero's assassination because he was 
committed to popular causes, while the left will be accused because it will 
now have a banner with which to continue creating rroblems. I do not think 
either extreme will admit having killed the archbishop because if they did, 
the entire Salvadoran people would fall on them, he added. I must condemn 
this assassination, which strikes a harsh blow co the Salvadoran church, the 
MLN leader indicated, adding that he did not believe this assassination 
would resolve the Salvadoran people's problems but, on the contrary, would 
only aggravate them. Godoy also said that the archbishop's assassination 
will deal a harsh blow to those Christians who are close to their religion. 
[Distributed by Inter-—Central American Radio Organization] [Text] [PA262254 
San Salvador Radio Cadena Sonora in Spanish 1700 GMT 26 Mar 80 PA) 


CENTRAL AMERICAN STRUGGLE LAUDED--Federico Argueta has said that the present 
political situation in Central America is characterized by a confrontation 
between the popular forces and reactionary regimes in the area, and by at- 
tempts by U.S. imperialism to intervene militarily in El Salvador from 
neighboring Honduras and Guatemala. Argueta, member of the Guatemalan rebel 
armed forces, made this statement here in Havana in an interview with this 
radio station. He attended the recently adjourned international conference 
on class structure in Latin America. Argueta said the Sandinist victory in 
Nicaragua has redefined the Central American revolutionary process. Now the 
popular masses, peasants and workers are increasingly participating in the 
struggle for the final liberation of those countries. [Text] [PA312246 
Havana International Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 31 Mar 89 Pa] 


GUERRILLA TRAINING ABROAD--Guatemalans are being trained in Russia and Cuba 
for subversion in Guatemala, according to a statement made today by Minister 
of Government Donaldo Alvarez Ruiz. The official said that the number of 
young Guatemalans taking courses in urban and guerrilla warfare in military 
training camps in Havana and Moscow would be reported soon. He made these 
remarks as he acknowledged that guerrilla warfare in the countryside had 
broken out again and had been revived in the city following the attack made 
against such activity. He said that the guerrilla war is under control and 
that the government has men, arms and intelligence to effectively combat it. 
[Text] [Guatemala City EL IMPARCIAL in Spanish 6 Mar 80 p 1] 8143 
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HONDURAS 


GROUPS OUTLINE ELECTORAL POSITIONS AT POLITICAL FORUM 
PA211236 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 2035 GMT 20 Mar 80 PA 
[Reported by Armando Cerrato] 


[Text] Tegucigalpa, 20 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--On the grounds that the present Hon- 
duran electoral process is "conclusive [concluyente], exclusive and anti- 
democratic,” a broad sector of the mass organizations have been urged to 
refrain from voting on 20 April, when a national Constituent Assembly will 
be elected. 


Anibal Deigado Fiallos, secretary of the Honduran Patriotic Front, which con- 
sists of over 48 organizations throughout the country, expounded on the con- 
clusive, exclusive and antidemocratic nature of the process at a political 
forum last night at the National University. 


"The elections will be conclusive," Delgado Fiallos said, “because it is too 
late for anyone to stop them. We are sure that even though they will be a 
farce, full of frauds and defects, they will take place on the appointed 
date." 


"They are exclusive," he added, “because they have left out of the electoral 
process the representative forces of broad sectors of Honduran political life, 
such as the Christian Democratic Party, leftist parties and other organized 
forces which should have been participants." 


"They are antidemocratic," he said, “because the law of elections and poli- 
tical organizations is not the same law that evolved from the popular con- 
sensus represented by an advisory council created by the chief of state." 


Elaborating further on this point, Delgado Fiallos said the Council of Min- 
isters has amended the electoral law to the point of making it “not only 
antidemocratic, but also antipopular. Moreover, the National Electoral 
Tribunal, the municipal mayvis, politically appointed governors and a large 
part of the cabinet of the present government are monopolized by the National 
Party, one of the two traditional parties." 
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He added: "That party, the National Party, is allied to a sector of the army 
with the intention of taking power through an undemocratic electoral process." 


Delgado Filallos admitted that the vote isa the caly path by which a people 
can realize democratic ideals "and we in the Patriotic Front are not against 
the exercise of the vote when {it serves to promote the clean, honest and ein- 
cere {deals of a people, but not when it will be used to perpetrate a farce 
like that of 20 April." 


Delgado Fiallos said the Patriotic Front will not impede the elections on 
20 April, “but the front has been founded to demonstrate to the people that 
they are being deceived, and later to gather all well-thinking forces to 
struggle for democratization of the country." 


Marcial Valladres, representative of the Peasant Unity Front [FUC], saic the 
peasants are fighting in 17 of the country's 18 departments (provinces) for 
better distribution of land. 


He said he had not brought a paper to be read at the forum because his organ- 
ization has more important t‘iings to do at present: to analyze the coming 
electoral farce. We peasants have no one to vote for. We no longer believe 
in the traditional parties or in emerging ones that have nothing new to offer. 


He said the FUC members "at this time are suffering from repression by the 
army, the police and the landowners, in view of the indifference of the Na- 
tional Agrarian Institute, which pays no heed to our calls for land." 


He reported that over 300 of his comrades had been arrested during eviction 
operations carried out by the police and army. 


He added that in some actions the police shot and wounded peasants and stud- 
ents who were bringing the students food. 


The Liberal Party was represented at the forum by Carlos Montoya, a candidate 
for deputy, who said he was participating in the process as a means of de- 
nouncing it and of demonstrating to the people that it is their duty to offer 
opposition, 


Montoya denounced the irregularities throughout the electoral process: forged 
birth certificates, registration of dead persons, persons registered twice 
and other trregularities. 


The Liberal Party leader said that "almost 30,000 citizens were excluded 
from the electoral process because of irregularities in the registration 
process, and this even though the comparison of the registers with the civil 
registry could not he completed." 


The emerging Innovation and Unity Party [PINU] justified its participation in 
the electoral process as "vue way of achieving democratization." 
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Both the Liberal and the Innovation parties said clearly that they will oppose 
run-off elections in the National Constituent Assembly. 


However, the PINU delegate was more emphatic on this point because the Liber- 
al Party delegate said the final decision would be made by a special conven- 
tion. 


Delegates from labor organizations and leftist parties analyzed the country's 
social, political and economic status, discussed what they consider to be 

the significance of the vote as a weapon of struggle for the people and fin- 
aily called for abstention. 


They also condemned the fact that there has not been a greater opportunity 

for ideological pluralism during the electoral process and the fact that 
several representative sectors of national life were left out of the electoral 
process. 


It also became clear that Honduran journalists as a body have no political- 
ideological persuasion, although individual members may be active in various 
movements and political parties. 


The forum was sponsored by the school of journalism. Only the National Party 
was absent, after having confirmed its attendance. 
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HONDURAS 


SPOKESMAN VIEWS U.S. REPORT ON CUBAN ARMS TO EL SALVADOR 
PA280027 Panama City ACAN-EFE in Spanish 1747 GMT 27 Mar 80 PA 


(Text] Tegucigalpa, 27 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--Herman Allan Padgett, press secretary 
of the Honduran military junta, stated here today that "the government can- 
not emphatically deny that Cuban weapons have passed through its territory 

on the way to El Salvador." 


This had been stated in Washington by Franklin Kramer, special assistant to 
the undersecretary of defense and the CIA. They have noted that the Honduran 
territory is used by local communists as a bridge to send weapons and men 
from Cuba to the Salvadoran guerrilla. 


The Communist Party of Honduras (pro-Soviet) denied this here today, affirm- 
ing that it is a “maneuver" to justify the repression of the right against 
the communists and other popular sectors opposing the electoral process 
scheduled for 29 April to elect che members for a Constituent Assembly. 


Padgett maintained it was perfectly possible that “the communists could have 
been helped by their colleagues in Honduras who could pass arms through 
border posts which are not being controlled. However, if this was happen- 
ing, it was without the consent of the Honduran authorities." The spokes- 
man of the military government said that during the Nicaraguan civil war, 
"the communists transferred weapons through Honduras for the Sandinist guer- 
rilla army which fought against Gen Anastasio Somoza Debayle and the author- 
ities could not prevent it.” 


He added: “The United States has sufficient means to confirm this charge. 
For our part, the Honduran Government cannot say anything either way be- 
cause it is hard to specifically confirm it or deny it." 


LSO: 3010 


79 








HONDURAS 


HONDURAN STATION VIEWS ARCHBISHOP'S ASSASSINATION, SALVADORAN SITUATION 
PA260114 San Salvador Domestic Service in Spanish 1900 GMT 25 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] Yesterday's tragic incident in San Salvador where his illustrious 
lordship Monsignor Romero was killed has been commented on throughout’ the 
world. We are hereby airing a commentary transmitted today at 0700 by the 
station HRN of Tegucigalpa, Honduras, explaining its viewpoint on the pain- 
ful incident and the Salvadoran situation. 


[Begin recording] The armed violence being experienced by the Salvadoran 
people has cut off the life of an illustrious prelate: Msgr Oscar Arnulfo 
Romero. He was a man who had deeply identified himself with the cause of 
the poor, and the defense of human rights. For this reason, he was threat- 
ened by the leftwing as well as the rightwing, until he became a victim. 
This was an unnecessary sacrifice. “his was a bloody act that will not heal 
the wounds of those groups which a « irreconcilable. On the contrary, the 
death of this prelate may only increase the struggle between those who are 
fighting for power and not for social changes for the 5 million Salvadorans. 


Let us not deceive ourselves. The extreme leftists are as damaging to any 
society as the extreme rightists. While the former seek to seize power 
through violence because they cannot find popular support through tools pro- 
vided by democracy, the latter refuse to yield their privileges for the 
benefit of the majority even knowing that if they give part of what they 
have they can save what they have left. This is what is happening in El 
Salvador. The rightwing, despite the clear Nicaraguan example, does not re- 
sign itself to losing its position for the benefit of the helpless. The 
rightists refuse to share the land they have used for a long time and to 
grant greater social benefits to the working class at whose expense they 
have accumulated great wealth. 


Although the revolutionary junta has begun to issue social laws which may 
save that country from the claws of the extreme leftists, the extreme right- 
ists do not understand this free play of ideas. They believe that bullets 
must be answered with bullets and that the poor must be wickedly subjected 
to poverty. 
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[t is hard to maintain peace in a country which does not have one inch of 
understanding. It is impossible for a government to prevail in the middle 
of two fires. In the Salvadoran case, the extreme rightists who fear that 
communism will seize power do not want to understand that with their ac- 
tions they are paving the way for that ghost which is already taking root 
in Central America. 


Who is or who are the guilty ones of that cruel assassination which has 
shocked the Catholic people? However, wherever it came from, it is condemn- 
able. This sacrilege will never be forgiven. When we see this fratricidal 
struggle in El Salvador, we can only feel proud of our fatherland where 

calm, good sense, wisdom and understanding prevail because in Honduras the 
minds of businessmen are different from that of the Salvadorans. We have 
social awareress not because of charity but because of humanity. We are 
constantly open to dialog and people are aware that everyone should be bene- 
fited. In Honduras, the worker has been able to break the barrier of mis- 
understanding without having to resort to violence. He has been able to reach 
an influential position in the labor sector. He is a living example of 

unity and organization. In summary, the civilized struggle carried out by 
the workers in the city and the rural sector has shown some fruits. Although 
we are sure that there is much ground to be covered so that all legitimate 
aspirations of the workers and peasants can be fulfilled, we can at least 

say that we are not behind in social welfare matters bearing in mind that we 
are a small and poor country where the citizens are making efforts to pul! 
out of underdevelopment. 


Although the Salvadoran situation--where blood is shed in streams--is pain- 
ful, let us hope that the Hondurans will watch themselves in that mirror 

in order to avoid failing in such a situation. It is easy to throw the first 
stone to stir up a country but the consequences are unpredictable. The social 
price paid is too high and its implications result in mourning and misery 

For this reason, we want to make ours that beautiful slogan: A united peo- 
ple will never be defeated’ [End recording] 
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HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


20 APRIL ELECTION PROTECTION--The Honduran Armed Forces Supreme Council, made 
up of 32 commanders of combat units, military academies and high-ranking com- 
mands, is meeting here in Tegucigalpa to analyze the Central American situa- 
tion. It has unofficially been learned that the Honduran officers are very 
concernec about the subversive activities carried out in enighboring coun- 
tries by leftist forces which seek power at all costs. They are also dis- 
cussing plans for an operation to protect the 20 April Constituent Assembly 
elections that will return power to the civilians. [Text] [PA281309 San Jose 
Radio RELOJ in Spanish 0100 GMT 28 Mar 80 PA) 


ARMY DENIES SEEKING GUERRILLAS~-Tegucigalpa, 22 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--Capt Margarito 
Amaya, commander of El Progreso police, in Yoro Department, in northern Hon- 
duras denied today, Saturday, that the forces under his command are combing 
the region in search of guerrillas. The report was released by local media 
who said a coffee planter had announced the discov :, in the Pijol Mountain 
of a training camp and that the army had mobilized to find it. Later, co- 
operativist peasants in the Del Lean Valley, charged that the army and the 
police had searched their homes, tortured some leaders and molested the women 
when they refused to give information when questioned. Margarito Amaya says 
he has been in Del Lean peasant region but only to supervise the operation 

of police posts in the area. He also said there are only common criminals 
imprisoned and that on one has been tortured or arrested. He laughed at all 
those who have believed the report that the army is seeking a guerrilla camp. 
“Everything is normal. I believe that these rumors are begun to create prob- 
lems for the armed forces and confusion among the people," he asserted. [Text] 
[PA220256 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 1810 GMT 22 Mar 80 PA] 


TAIWAN AMBASSADOR PRESENTS CREDENTIALS--Peng Yu, Nationalist China's ambas- 
sador to Honduras, presented his credentials to the military government junta 
and the Honduran people yesterday. [PA281544 Tegucigalpa Domestic Service 

in Spanish 1130 GMT 25 Mar 80 PA] 
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COFFEE EXPORT FIGURES--According to the marketing records of the Honduran 
Coffee Institute the export of 631,151 coffee bags of 60 kg has resulted in 
292,776,544 lempiras in foreign exchange up to 25 March. These figures re- 
flect an improvement in international coffee prices and the acceptance of 
our product in the coffee consuming countries, particularly in the United 
States which imports most of our coffee. [PA281544 Tegucigalpa Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1130 GMT 28 Mar 80 PA] 
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NICARAGUA 


ROBELO SAYS UNITY OF NICARAGUANS MOST IMPORTANT NOW 
PA282007 Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 24 Mar 80 pp 1, 13 PA 


[Text] "The most important thing at these critical moments is the unity of 
the Nicaraguan family. There is a critical situation in Nicaragua that de- 
mands an effective unity of all sectors, which must be reflected in efforts 
to achieve harmony among all political and economic factions committed to 
the national reconstruction." 


This statement was made by Engr Alfonso Robelo Callejas, member of the govern- 
ing junta and leader of the Nicaraguan Democratic Movement (MDN), during an 
interview with LA PRENSA reporters in his office at the Government Palace 
yesterday. 


The interview took place shortly after the release of an MDN declaration in 
which that political group proclaims itself a "revolutionary party," and 
explains it has never intended to disrupt national unity. 


"All our efforts are aimed," Robelo insisted, “at the unity of the recon- 
struction effort. That also goes for the technologists, workers, political 
parties, entrepreneurs and the popular organizations." 


"This unity--he added--can only be based on mutual respect, equality and 
equity.” 


Reply to the Sandinist Leadership 


Asked about the so-called appeal for reflection by the Sandini:t Front's 
national leadership a few days ago, specifically referring to the MDN poli- 
tical activities, Robelo replied that it was a "sober, responsible and con- 
ciliatory appeal." 


"Such an attitude by the Sandinist Popular Liberation Front [FSLN] shows 
great stature," Robelo said and added that the MDN had studied the document 
and had responded "in the same tone” in the communique released yesterday 
and published by this newspaper. 
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Aware of the Danger 


The FSLN document warns the MDN ot the danger existing at these moments of 
being used by truly reactionary elements, enemies of the revolution, who 
could find in Robelo's party a "vehicle for the reaction." 


"We are aware of this danger," Robelo said, “and we are working actively with 
that in mind. Our line follows free socialism and we do not defend the un- 
just interests of the privileged classes. We are not a part of the reaction- 
aries." 


Further on in reply to other questions, Engineer Robelo reiterated that the 

MDN's ideology is “revolutionary and progressively democratic," and affirmed 
that only those elements which are supporters of such ideology will join the 
organization. 


Asked if the MDN is aware that its recent political campaign activities may 
be manipulated by the enemies of the revolution, Robelo admitted that they 
could in fact "be manipulated." 


He said, for example, that at the Polideportivo Espana [sports center in 
Managua] the MDN exposed its ideology and noted the possible deviations that 
should be neutralized, which was interpreted by some sectors as criticism 
of the government “of which I am a member." 


"There could be manipulation," he said, "and we have to fight such manipula- 
tion with a campaign of orientation and clarification." 


"We are aware,” he added, "that at the Polideportivo there were sectors who 
were not fully informed about the revolutionary ideology of the democratic 
leftwing. We must conduct a campaign to explain our ideology, and we are 
already doing so.” 


Injustice to the Cuban People 


In the already famous Polideportivo acts, and precisely at the moment Robelo 
was saying that a genuinely Nicaraguan revolution would be made here, there 
were shouts saying “without Cubans, without Cubans." 


Robelo said that was unjust. “It was unjust; the generosity of the Cuban 
people has been great to our country, and that is something that can only 
deserve gratitude on our part.” 


"I believe,” he said, "that the incident only evidenced the remnants of a 
deformation caused by campaigns to which we were exposed in the past.” 
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Three Types of Dissidents 


We finally asked Robelo about the dissidence of some members of the MDN who 
have publicly announced their separation from the group after learning of 

its ideology and after having witnessed the publicity activities of Chinandega 
and the Polideportivo. 


Robelo said the dissidents must be divided into three types; that each one 
of those groups causes a different reaction in him. 


"We respect the members of the MDN who through conviction move on to other 
political organizations within this revolution. We respect them." 


"We regret to see others changing groups through fear or opportunism. We 
regret to see such weaknesses in them." 


"It irritates us that some persons who no longer belong to the MDN come 
forth now to publicize their resignations which had long been considered a 
fact. It irritates us because it is dishonest." 
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NICARAGUA 


CARRION DEFENDS ARMY'S RIGHT TO BE CALLED SANDINIST 
PA301258 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 24 Mar 80 pp 1, 10 PA 


[Text] “Aside from being Nicaragua's first national army, our Sandinist 
Peoples Army (EPS) has earned the right to be called Sandinist,'' Commander 
of the Revolution Luis Carrion Cruz, deputy defense minister and deputy 
commander in chief f£ the EPS, affirmed while commenting on certain stands 
adopted by local reactionaries in connection with the army. 


"The EPS has its roots in the history of our people," he said. "Its 
ancestor was the army for the defense of the national sovereignty led by 
the general of free men, Augusto Cesar Sandino, which was Nicaragua's first 
Sandinist army. 


"The sacrifice, heroism, and abnegation displayed by the Sandinist militants 
gradually created the conditions that led to the emergence, within the 
masses, of an army that managed to enter deep into the hearts and consciences 
of our people, an army that emerged before the victory, an army that fought 
the Somozist dictatorship to the death in the cities, in the mountains, 
everywhere." 


Commander Carrion added: "This army represented the fatherland's interests 
at all times, It was the truly national army that confronted the anti- 
national army that was the national guard, a mere extension of armed U.S. 
intervention. 


"In other words, the army organized and directed by the Sandinist National 
Liberation Front was the principal architect of the victory, the principal 
promoter of true national independence and the principal protagonist of 
the democratic conquests by oui people. 


"That is, the EPS is merely the instutionalization of that arm, I have just 
referred to. It is the best and most legitimate defender of the national 
interests. These are no empty words; this is something we have proven, not 
once or twice but thousands of times during the revolutionary struggle. 


Mus,“ the popular leader stressed, "the term Sandinist is historic, not 
arbitrarily applied or used to describe some political party." 
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EPS Politicized on Behalf of the Workers 


Regarding the criticism that the EPS should be apolitical, Commander 
Carrion underscored that our army is indeed political, "There is no 
apolitical army in the world. That term (apolitical) is a smokescreen 
used by bourgeois regimes to deceive their peoples." 


The deputy defense minister then mentioned Chile and Uruguay as examples 
of his statement. ''There were very prestigious bourgeois democracies 
with long ‘democratic’ traditions there. 


"Those ‘apolitical’ armies," he indicated, "are the ones which now support 
the fascist, repressive and unpopular dictatorships there, the most barbaric 
on the entire continent. What does that show?" he asked. "That those 
armies were politicized. That all bourgeois armies are politicized and 

are prepared to defend the interests of the classes that have created them 
and support them, and that they are capable of the most incredible extremes 
in order to guarantee their privileges." 


Hypocrites and Liars 


"What happens," he added, “is that they a.e hypocrites and liars and we 
tell the truth, Our army is politicized in favor of the workers, of the 
majority of the people, of the independence and integrity of our country, 
in favor of the achievements of the revolution, in such a way that it will 
never be used for counterrevolutionary or antipopular objectives." 


Going further into the subject, the popular leader emphasized that the 
politicization of the army is the best guarantee of its revolutionary be- 
havior under any circumstances. 


Members of the EPS: Citizens Like any Nicaraguan 


To reaffirm his statements, he said our soldiers are citizens just like 
anyone else and that they participated decisively in the fights against 
the dictatorship to win their rights also, 

‘she Somozist regime was interested in the soldiers not having political 
rights. The 'no politicizing' rule let them manipulate the soldiers as 
they pleased. But now, he stressed, the Sandinist soldiers have won their 
political rights and have the right to express themseives politically. 


"If they want to say that the politicizing in the army is in one direction 
only, this is also true," he admitted. "That direction is revolutionary, 
popular and anti-imperialist because it can be no other way," he added. 


Our Army Is Pluralistic 


"Should our Sandinist Peoples Army be pluralistic?" he asked, "It is. It 
includes workers, peasants, students and shopkeepers. Ali the social 
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classes in our country are represented, The only condition is that their 
membere be patriotic, firm and honest and prepared to defend our revolu- 
tion at any cost," 


To conclude, Commander Carrion, why do you think our army ie being ques- 
tioned? What could the motives be and what is the position of the EPS in 
thie regard? 


fhe Sandiniet leader responded; "The ultrareactionary sectors of the trai- 
torous bourgeoisie questioning the Sandinist Peoples ..my are the same ones 
who after September 1978 played a part in the so-called mediation that was 
only seeking a negotiated way out for Somoza, to maintain the national 
guard without Somoza and to form a government that would serve the inter- 
ests of Nicaraguan reaction and Yankee imperialism,"' This minority sector 
is opposed to a Sandinist popular revolution. They have said their goal 

is to seize power, which means, according to them, to displace the Sandinist 
National Liberation Front. And what for? To erase the conquests of the 
revolution, to stop the national literacy crusade, which they bitterly 
attack. 


"They want to seize power to defend at all costs the private ownership of 
the meaoe of production, although this represents an obstacle to progress, 
and even if this is used as a means to exert violence on the workers and 
peasants and even if it's used to sabotage the economy." 


He said they want to seize power to reestablish the submissive dependence 
on Yankee imperialism that traditionally characterized relations between 
that sector and the United States. 


Counterrevolutionary Goals 


"This is what they want," ue said, “because they know perfectly well that 
in the EPS the revolution has one of its strongest and most solid bulwarks. 
For this reason the EPS appears *o them as an important obstacle to their 
ambitions to reach their reactionary goals." 


Commander Carrion said it is possible that those attacks may increase and 
may become more aggressive and disrespectful. "So far they have neither 
the moral authority nor the political strength to criticize our army, 
which is one of the most prestigious institutions in the revolution." 


Commander Carrion stated: “It is clear to us that what is behind this is 


counterrevolutionary anti-Sandinist goals and the desire to destroy our 
revolution." 
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NICARAGUA 


AnMik. FORCES MEETING HELD AT ESPANA STADIUM 
PA281817 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 0300 GMT 28 Mar 80 PA 


[Report on Nicaraguan Armed Forces meeting on 27 March at Espana Stadium 
in Iih, by newswoman Maria Elena Arcola--recorded|) 


[Excerpt] Dear listeners, for the first time in the revolutionary history 
of the Nicareguan people, the armed forces’ Sandinist People's Army held 

a very important meeting which was called “Heroes and Martyrs of Veracruz." 
Posthumous honors were rendered to Companeros Roger Deshon, Edgar Lang, 
Carlos Artiles, Oscar Perez Cassar and all the other companeros who fell 
victims of the massacre committed by the Somozist National Guard in Veracruz 
district. The Sandinist People's Army, the Sandinist Police and the Sandi- 
niet Peoples Militias participated in this ceremony in which the inter- 
nationalist spirit of our revolution was reiterated. All the active forces 
of the nation were present at this meeting. Following are statements by 
Joaquin Cuadra, Sandinist People's Army High Command member: 


[Begin recording] "Our enemies in different parts of the country, the 
activities being carried out by former Somozist guardsmen who are being 
treined in Honduras and clandestinely coming into Nicaragua, political 
infiltration in the armed forces and political activities of anti-Sandinirt 
and antipopular sectors of the Nicaraguan bourgeoisie, are clear indica- 
tions that the enemy is not resting. Im the face of this, the armed forces 
should be on the alert. 


Sandinist companeros, be on the alert. [End recording] 
During this meeting all the companeros explained the objectives of our 


armed forces. The peasant and worker members of the Sandinist People's 
Army were also represented at this meeting. 


Interior Deputy Minister Jose Valdivia said that our revolution is being 
threatened by internal and external forces but that our armed forces are 
standing up to all the aggressions. Let us hear what Companero Valdivia 
has to say: 




















[Begin recording) Companeroe of the Sandiniet Police Command, of che 

State Security Department, companeros: Thies is the fireat time that 

several thousand members of our armed forces have met in a cultural and 
political ceremony organized by our political and cultural organizations. 
Thies has been necessary to make possible a closer relationship, under- 
atanding and identification among ourselves, This can only be achieved 

by exchanging views and experiences regarding problema--the government's 
and people's probleme--based on a knowledge of our reality. It isa neces- 
gary to point out here that the tasks of the armed forces, the Defense 
Ministry and the Interior Ministry are closely related to the development 
of our revolution and revolutionary process, The economic social welfare, 
educational, and other plane can be marvelous, but if we do not have a 
stable, firm and efficient organization to guarantee and make possible de- 
velopment we are going to fail. We must stress here that even if our pro- 
cess of revolutionary transformation is recent, it has jusec started and we 
still have many failings, for which we have often been criticized, unjustly 
criticized, by sectors responding to counterrevolutionary guidelines. 

There is 4 group of newsmen which has been mking reports harmful to the 
prestige of the Sandinist People's Army, the Sandinist Police an.’ the State 
Security Department, based on mistakes ard abuses committed by negative 
unite etill entrenched in our revolutionary organizations, who with their 
actions are damaging the prestige of all our men in uniform. They are 
serving the international campaign unleashed by the enen'es of the Nica- 
raguan revolution. Those enemies of our revolution are collaborating with 
the CIA and U.S, and Central American reactionary sectors. They are full 
of hatred against our cevolution. In the first place, we have the economic 
power of imperic'‘e> being used against our country, such as denying us 
loans and exerting pressure on international financing organizations to 
cut off every possibility of aid. [End recording) [Passage omitted on 
groups attending meeting, slogans and national anthem) 
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NICARAGUA 


ROMERO'S DEATH SEEN AS SIGNALING END OF PDC 
PA280109 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 0300 GMT 26 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] The complicity of the Christian Democratic Perty [PDC] in the mas- 
sacre of the Salvadoran people and the murder of Monsignor Romero could mean 
the definitive breakdown of these bourgeoi. and rightist parties in Latin 
America, parties which have been allied to the imperialists ever since their 
founding, according to political analysts who have been examining the situa- 
tion on the continent following the recent events in El Salvador. 


Ever since the emergence of the Christian Democratic or Christian Socialist 
parties in Latin America and following the triumph of the Cuban revolution, 
revolutionary labor and popular leaders have pointed to them ae a new form 
of imperialism, Shortly after this, the Christian Democrats in Latin America 
were found to be heavily sponsored by the shady CIA. 


In the 1960's and the early 1970's the Christian Democrats clearly played 
the role of agents of U.S. imperialism in Chile, rece ving several million 
dollars for the election campaign to prevent the victo.y of the popular 
unity. There tne Christian Democrats began to shed their masks. The great 
popular masses began to look beyond a deceitful ideology, which claimed to 
be Christian and was strongly reformist, to see an ideology that was bour- 
geois, rightist and allied with imperialism to prevent the revolutionary 
triumph of the people. 


The Christian Democrats suffered a second great setback with the popular 
Sandinist revolution. Before the revolutionary triumph they were divided 
into a sector that supported the people and a reactioneiy, rightist sector. 
An historic definition was made in Nicaragua when the popular sector, known 
today as the Popular Social Christian Party, joined the patriotic anti- 
imperialist bloc that supports the consolidation and development of the 
Sandinist popular revolution, while the rightist sector remained alongside 
the reactionaries who seek to hinder our revolutiomary process. 


However, the participation of the Christian Democrats in the Salvadoran 
Government junta, within the framework of a plan by U.S. imperialism to 
contain the revolution of that brother people, signals the d«finitive 
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breakdown of the PDC, Yankee imperialism, in playing the card of the PDC 
in conjunction with the military, is doing nothing more than employing, in 
a shameless slight of hand, two options which it has used at other historic 
moments along the entire length of Latin America, Nicaraguan observers 
said, With the failure of this new imperialist ploy, we must believe that 
the PDC has come to its end, to the point of total bankruptcy. From now 

on it will exist only as a political cadaver in a state of decomposition, 
the sources said, 


Only a few days ago, Monsignor Romero accused the Salvadoran PDC of being 

an accomplice to the massacre being perpetrated by the army against the 
people, Today the death of the archbishop completely stains with blood 

the PDC's banne., ics hands and its words, It is up to the Salvadoran 
revolution at present and in the future to bury the proimperialiat Christian 
Democrats forever. 
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NICARAGUA 


NICARAGUAN FOREIGN MINISTER DESCRIBES SALVADORAN VIOLENCE 
PA311531 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 GMT 31 Mar 80 PA 


[Interview with Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Miguel d'Escoto Brockman in 
San Salvador on 30 March; interviewer not identified--recorded 


[Text] [Question] Father d'Escoto, what can you tell our Nicaraguan 
people through Radio Sandino, the official voice of the Sandinist Front? 


[Anewer] Nothing I could say to describe this criminal, exploiting class, 
this enemy of its people, is enough. We have just been through a very 

hard experience in Nicaragua, but it was a war of liberation, where the 
people united against the genocide, the dictator. Here in El Salvador, 
there is civil war. First, there is the vaet majority of the brotherly 
Salvadoran people, which is tired of complaining about its rights being 
trampled on and has decided to see to it that its rights are respected. 
Then, there is the oligarchy, which is made up of the worst criminals there 
are in Latin America and the world, and which is very well organized. 


For years, the oligarchy has been slaughtering the peasants and the workers, 
its people. Yesterday, they killed the archbishop and today they attack 

the innocent people who are gathered at the cathedral, praying for the soul 
of their beloved pastor. As I have said many times, we have witnessed the 
sorrows and pains of the people in this country, where a new fatherland 

is about to be born. Soon, there will be a free El Salvador, as there now 
is a free Nicaragua. 


It is important that we continue to be united with this brotherly country 
because it is not just another Latin American people; these are Central 
American people. We are all members of a great state, about to reunite, 
the great Central American fatherland. The Salvadorans are suffering 
greatly, and they supported us in our process of liberation. We must now 
support them. Here, apparently, we are witnessing the beginning of the 
end of the oligarchic mafia, those sinister forces of the Salvadoran re- 
actionery sector. 


Let us hope that this sacrifice, let us say a Good Friday, will not last 
much longer. Let us hope that we will soon have a resurrection, an Easter 
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Sunday for these people so that there will be another liberated people in 
Central America, as the people of Sandino are liberated in our beloved 
Nicaragua, 


[Question] Foreign Minister d'Escoto, do you think there will be a world- 
wide political and diplomatic move to isolate this Christian Democratic 
military junta and thus favor the Salvadoran people's struggle? 


[Answer] It is a little early to say right now what the international re- 
action will be. We are analyzing the events and will continue the permanent 
dialog which we have had with other friendly nations of the area who cherish 
democracy and freedom, Right now, I would not like to say what measures 

we will take to exprees our firm solidarity with the Salvadoran people, 


cso: 3010 


95 








NICARAGUA 


IMPERIALISM CANNOT ISOLATE COUNTRY FROM WORLD 
PA291721 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 0300 GMT 29 Mar 80 PA 
[Commentary by Wilfredo Lopez] 


[Text] The Yankee imperialists, determined to isolate us from the other 
Latin American countries, do not want these nations to extend their friendly 
hands now that we are springing back from the ruins in which we were left 

by the despot and [words indistinct] we propose to reconstruct our industry 
and agriculture and heal the wounds that marred the face of our fatherland, 
inflicted by the tyrant and his horde of thieves. 


The Yankee imperialists and their lackeys, however, will not be able to 
block us economically or politically because fortunately for our people 
the world is no longer as distant and alien as they would like it to be, 
No longer can an order from the State Department or the White House suf- 
fice to overthrow democratic governments or to decree the blockade of a 
triumphant revolution, 


The change has occurred thanks to the advance of the three revolutionary 
forces of our times: The world socialist system, the capitalist nations’ 
labor movement and the national liberation movement of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. New countries are breaking loose from the imperialist chain 
and joining the ranks of freedom, work and peace. 


Although this drives the reactionary sectors to desperation and prompts 
them to wield their battle axes, it also limits them by reducing their 
economic and political force. Piece by piece the imperialist chain is 
breaking, and in its place the liberated forces of the people are develop- 
ing their revolutionary states where work, freedom and peace are the sup- 
port of a humanism unprecedented in the history of mankind, 


The Yankee imperialists wolld like to build a fence around Nicaragua like 
they did with Cuba to increase our economic problems, create political diffi- 
culties and pave the way for a counterrevolutionary return of the bourgeoisie. 
Unfortunately for their plans, the prestige of our popular Sandinist revolu- 
tion and the heroic stand of the Nicaraguan people is so solid that even 
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those governments that do not fully agree with our cause do not hesitate 
to extend a friendly hand, convinced that relations with our government 
lends prestige to their names and positions, 


There are revolutionary governments that have supported our people and their 
vanguard eince its early clashes with imperialism and ite puppets. There 
are other governments, however, which, having different political concepts, 
still agree with us on a number of issues, such as defense of our national 
sovereignty, of our natural resources, of our political independence and, 
like us, are opposed to imperialist intervention in the internal affaires 

of any state, large or small, 


We welcome our friends who, without sharing the views and actions of our 
revolutionary government, offer their support and extend their fraternal 
hands, respecting our Sandinist concept of popular democracy, just as we 
appreciate their positions. 


With that spirit we will receive the representatives of the heroic people 
of Venezuela, who will arrive tomorrow, 


Let the imperialists godfathers and the weather-beaten psychopaths of inter- 
national reaction rage, We, meanwhile, shall continue open to the world, 


in our belief that we should be friends to all democrats and slaves to no 
one, 
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NICARAGUA 


NICARAGUAN LEADERS SIGN AGREEMENTS IN BULGARIA 
PA271926 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 0330 GMT 27 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] Here is information on the activities of our leaders who are abroad 
working to consolidate our revolution, 


The documents signed in Bulgaria by our leaders of the national reconstruc- 
tion government and the Sandinist National Liberation Front guarantee 
material and technical aid for the textile, pharmaceutical, mining, fodder, 
preserves, leather and meat processing industries. 


A report datelined Sofia, refers to the signing of several protocols and 
comments on the broad possibilities for cooperation between Nicaragua and 
Bulgaria, (?which culminated) in the activities of a high-level delegation 
consisting of Sandinist Front and Nicaraguan Government officials. 


The meeting, described as fruitful by both sides, began on 22 March with 
the arrival from Moscow of a delegation led by Revolutionary Commanders 
Humberto Ortega, Tomas Borge and Henry Ruiz and Moises Hassan, member of 
the junta of the national reconstruction government. 


After 4 days of talks, agreements were signed in the areas of scientific- 
technical, economic, cultural, commercial and agricultural cooperation, 
the food industry, hydraulic resources, public health and foreign relations. 


Bulgarian representatives to these talks included Aleksandur Lilov, member 
of the Bulgarian Communist Party [BCP] Politburo; Andrey Lukanov, deputy 
chairman of the Council of Ministers; Mariya Zakharieva, deputy foreign 
affairs minister, and several other leaders of the BCP, state and government. 


During their stay in that country, the Nicaraguan delegation visited various 
places of economic and historical interest and participated in an event of 
solidarity with Nicaragua, during which junta member Moises Hassan and 
Commander Tomas Borge delivered speeches, 


The Nicaraguan delegation was also received by Todor Zhivkov, chairman of 
the State Council and first BCP secretary, who reiterated the decision of 


98 








the Bulgarian Government, party and people to cooperate with Nicaragua's 
reconstruction process, 


During their last day of activities in Bulgaria, junta member Hassan and 
Commander Henry Ruiz vieited the Scientific Inetitute of Mechanical Industry 
Projects (Niprovza) and the electronic center of the State Committee for 

the Plan in Action, 


Borge, meanwhile, visited the BCP's Academy of Social Science Adn [words 
indistinct], where he met with a group of Latin Americans studying in that 
institution, 


Tomorrow, pert of the delegation with go om to the GDR, while Commander 
Ruiz will return to Nicaragua, 


CSO: 3010 


99 




















NICARAGUA 


D'ESCOTO EXPLAINS CHURCH'S ROLE IN REVOLUTIONS 
PA270311 Managua Radio Mundial in Spanish 1745 GMT 26 Mar 80 PA 


[Interview with Foreign Minister Miguel d'Escoto 26 March; place not given-- 
recorded } 


[Text] [Question] My question is more to the priest than to the foreign 
minister. Msgr Oscar Arnulfo Romero was always against violence, What 
now should be the role of the church at world level in the struggle for 
justice? 


[Answer] One must not be deceived by incidents of violence. There are two 
kinds of violence: There is aggressive violence by an aggressor who in- 
tends to dominate in order to exploit the people still more--institutional- 
ized violence, which gives an appearance of legality to the abuses and 
violations committed against the people--and there is revolutionary violence. 
In this situation heroic people, uch as the Nicaraguans, are compelled 

to use violence because when all the doors are closed to peaceful change 

and the people have no alternative but to use armed force to defend their 
inalienable human rights, violence is not only acceptable--I would say 

there is a right to use revolutionary violence. 





Catholic theology has always defended this right. Even St Thomas, the 
greatest theologian of the church, speaks of the right to kill tyrants. 


Now it is evident that it would be much better, it would be better if socie- 
ties implement changes through negotiations, by peaceful means. But it is 
negative--I would say it is rather negative and detrimental--when the repre- 
sentatives of a church which for many years were accomplices of repressive 
regimes because they did not denounce its crimes suddenly speak of non- 
violence. When the people reach the end of their patience they tell the 
people not to defend themselves. 


I believe the church mist consider as an essential factor the preparation 
of the people for struggle against all kinds of repression. This is what 
the church should always have done. The gorilla and repressive regimes 
would have never developed so far, at least in Catholic countries, or 
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countries calling themselves Catholic, if the church had repudiated them, 
or above all not tolerated repression, However, the silence by the church 
when the people have not developed the ability to fight, to tell the people 
that this is the weapon they must use-~-at any rate that is complicity, 


That is what the church should have done, They should follow the example 
of Christ. He did not say, "Take up your cross and walk," He said, "Take 
up your cross and follow me."" He was the first to suffer the *onsequences 
of having proclaimed brotherhood among men. The bishops and pr’ sts should 
be the first to go into the streets, Not only against sin but ayainst 
specific evils that have a first name and last name in each country. Here 
in Nicaragua we (?might) have said that Somozism was a sin. 


[Question] Does this mean that the church should have led the fight arainst 
injustice and oppression? 


[Answer] Evidently this is the meaning of Christ and his message and thir 
is the meaning of the cross, 


[Question] We wanted to ask about the links between the Salvadoran arc! - 
bishop and the Nicaraguan Government. 


[Answer] Even before the downfall of the genocidal dictator, we had been 
following closely the development of his pastoral work, since he became 
archbishop of San Salvador. We, the Sandinists, felt great admiration 
and affection for this man of Christ and of the people. As I explained 
yesteriay, the last contact we had with him was when we sent him a letter 
inviting him to come to Nicaragua, at least for a while, considering that 
it was evident that his personal safety was endangered. He thanked the 
Nicaraguan Government for this expression of solidarity with him, with his 
church and his people, but said we also understood that his duty was to 
run the risks of the moment. 
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NICARAGUA 


COSEP, JUNTA MEET TO SOLVE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 
Coordination Stressed 
PA280442 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1800 GMT 27 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] After a meeting held last night between members of the government 
junta and the Superior Council of Private Enterprise [COSEP], they agreed 
to make a coordinated effort to solve problems that may arise among the 
various sectors involved in the economic reactivation, The COSEP repre- 
sentatives of the construction, cattle, agriculture, industry and other 
sectors will meet every week with the secretary of the Junta of the Govern- 
ment of National Reconstruction, delegates from the Planning, Labor, Agri- 
cultural Development and Industry ministries, as well as the Farm Workers 
Association and the Sandinist Workers Central. 


If immediate solutions are not found in these preliminary efforts, the Junta 
of the Government of National Reconstruction and the COSEP leadership will 
hold a monthly meeting. 


Seven COSEP members told the junta last night that they are uneasy with 
what they described as a difficult climate for the economic reactivation. 


Regarding this, revolution commander and junta member Daniel Ortega noted 
that the existing lack of trust among the leaders of the means of production 
and the workers was not caused by the revolution. He said that it stemmed 
from the past. He said a possible answer would be for the businessmen to 
change their way of thinking. This means that the private sector would 
have to fully join the revolution so that the government can guarantee a 
better situation for the workers and at the same time it would reduce its 
pressure. However, through the play of labor freedom, each union on its 
own has placed several demands on the government as well as on the private 
sector. A tense climate has resulted because these demands have not been 
met due to the country's present economic situation. 


Ortega said the private sector must play a f‘rm and risky role. He said 
in changing its way of thinking, the private sector should be happy about 
the profits that it contributes to the people and not only for itself. 
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It te a challenge for you and for us, he said, that you be allowed to keep 
your fair profite without damaging the dignity of the people, The problem 
is pervasive; it involves those who think of others and those who don't, 


In commenting on the stand of the COSEP representatives on recent decrees, 
Junta member Sergio Ramirez Mercado said harsher agrarian reform laws had 
been iesued in other reformist countries such as £1 Salvador, 


In El Salvador no one is allowed to hold Land greater than 300 hectares, 
Meanwhile, in Nicaragua, there are ranches which consist of thousands of 
manzanas, 


Ramirez Mercado was referring to the COSEP complaint about Decree 329 con- 
cerning che lands handled by the Agrarian Reform Inetitute which has leid 

the groundwork to avert large land occupations precisely in the sowing season 
when they usually occur. The junta member said the decree discusses the 
expropriation of the land which also means payment for the land, He ex- 
plained that Nicaragua is the Latin American country with the greatest polit- 
ical stability and persona’ security, 


The meeting concluded by agreeing on the importance of coordination in order 
to work efficiently together for the country's economic reactivation and 
the progrese of the revolution, 


The meeting, which lasted 2 hours, was attended by junta members Violeta 
Barrios de Chamorro, Sergio Ramirez Mercado, Alfonso Robelo and Commander 
Daniel Ortega. Industry Minister Fernando Guzman, Labor Minister Virgilio 
Godoy, junta secretary Emilio Baltodano and Deputy Planning Minister 
Federico Cerda attended on Lehalf of the cabinet. The COSEP was repre- 
sented by its president Enrique Dreyfus, Jose Francisco Cardenal, Jorge 
Salazar, Humberto Veliz, Ismael Reyes, Leonardo Somarriba and Gilberto 
Cuadra, 


COSEP Outlines Positions 
PA290301 Managua Radio Mundial in Spanish 1930 GMT 28 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] Members of the private enterprise sector outlined the position of 
the Higher Council of Private Enterprise (COSEP) during a recent meeting 
held with members of the government junta, 


You believe, the members of the private sector told government members, 
that we are protesting because we want to retain optimum inherited assete 
or to preserve privileges, and this is not the case, We are protesting, 
they said, over the abuses, arbitrary acts and confiscation of lands in 
various sectors, actions which have not been legalized by anyone. 


We are not seeking profits; we want to live, they said. The COSEP business- 
men also expressed dissatisfaction with the campaigns being waged by certain 
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media--newspapers and so forth--when reporting on demonstrations in which 
workers carried placards saying: Reactivation demands expropriation. 


The members of the private sector considered thie to be incitement to 
violence, The COSEP members told the junta that many of those news media 
encourage the workers to assume demagogic positions. They said that when- 
ever the government of the republic has information to the effect that a 
company is draining capital from the country, it should proceed to investi- 
gate and, if the action is proved, it should initiate normal proceedings 
to apply the pertinent sanctions. However, the government should not en- 
courage the workers to occupy the companies by force without sufficient 
proof, motive or cause. 


In thie regard, the government acknowledged that the COSEP was in the right. 
Ortega's Comments 
PA290302 Managua Radio Mundial in Spanish 1930 GMT 28 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] Commander Daniel Ortega said the enemies of the revolution are try- 
ing to create divisions in order to radicalize the process and thereafter 
claim that there is no room in Nicaragua for middle roads. 


During a recent meeting of the Higher Council of Private Enterprise and the 
government junta, Commander Daniel Ortega said the enemies of the revolu- 
tion are trying to create schisms within the process in order to radicalize 
it, whereupon they could maintain that there are no middle positions in 
Latin America [as heard]. 


Those enemies of the revolution, Ortega said, are determined to keep Nica- 
ragua from taking that middle path. Therefore, we believe that in this 
regard, the private sector has an important role. It should cooperate to 
make these divisions impossible. 


Commander Ortega's statements in this regard were welcomed by the private 
sector. 
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NICARAGUA 


PASTORA SCORES SABOTAGE AGAINST ECONOMY 
PA252357 Paris AP in Spanish 0300 GMT 25 Mar 80 PA 


[Text] San Jose, 24 Mar (AFP)--licaraguan Deputy Defense Minieter Eden 
Pastora today scored the acts of sabotage carried out by counterrevolu- 
tionary groups against the Nicaraguan economy and public services. 


During a news conference heid at the Nicaraguan Embassy in San Jose, Pastora 
also charged that U.S, companies refuse to sell repair parts needed to 

keep the country's gold mines functioning. The gold mines are the only 
so.rce of currency exchange the country has during this period to meet ite 
com icments abroad. 


If they don't sell the parts, said Pastora (Commander Zero, who in August 
of 1978 led the seizure of the national palace in Managua), we will have 
to look for them elsewhere, even the Soviet Union. 


With its industry and agriculture destroyed or paralyzed as a result of 
the war, Nicaragua has survived these months from the production of the 
gold mines in the Atlantic region where in 4 months we have taken in more 
gold that the U.S, businessmen declared for a whole year, Pastora stated. 
They had been stealing 8 months of production from us, Pastora noted, 


Pastora, wearing an olive green uniform with a national decoration of the 
Sandinist Front, dedicated today a Nicaraguan cultural week. He was 
accompanied by Nicaragua's ambassador to San Jose and several authorities 
who came expecially for this celebration. 


One of the acts of sabotage denounced by Pastora was the fire on Friday 
at a Nicaraguan health service building where the flames destroyed the 
medical equipment that was to be installed in a children's hospital as 
well as vaccines. 


The deputy minister also revealed that Nicaragua's salt mines have been 
flooded by criminals to provoke a shortage of the product. Pastora also 
referred to U.S, aid for his country, to the recent elections movement made 
by the party headed by junta member Alfonso Robelo and to the situation of 
freedom of the press in Nicaragua. 
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We hope the United States will return to us more than what it has taken 
from ue, the Sandiniet commander said when asked about the freezing of the 
$75 million loan that the White House reportedly would give Nicaragua, 
Pastora etated hie disagreement with the timing of private enterprise 
leader Alfonso Robelo, member of the government junta, for launching his 
party into an elections campaign, Pastora said that hie position serves 
as @ platform for the most reactionary elements to attack the revolution. 


The Sandinist representatives, who noted here the important role that the 
private enterprise must play in the country's reactivation plan, reiterated 
that it is still too early to establish an elections date, 


Finally, they stated that there is absolute respect for freedom of the 
press in Nicaragua, where, Pastora noted, there is not one single journal - 
ist under arrest and no newspaper is being attacked. Regarding the case 

of the daily EL PUEBLO, closed in January, and that of the journslists who 
directed it, sentenced to serve prison terms, Pastora stated that this 
situation was precipitated for the same reasons that NOVEDADES, the daily 
owned by Gen Anastasio Somoza, was closed, No one protested when we closed 
NOVEDADES because it was considered then that this was a right of the revo- 
lution, the deputy minister concluded, 
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NICARAGUA 


PRIVATE SECTOR SPOKESMAN CENSURES COLLEAGUES' INDIFFERENCE 
PA292139 Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 22 Mar 80 pp 1, 9 PA 
[Article by Luis Hernandez] 


[Excerpt] Dr Leonel Arguello Ramirez, president of the Nicaraguan Ineur- 
ance and Reinsurance Institute [Instituto Nicaraguense de Seguros y Rease- 
guros--INISER], who in the past was a prominent leader of the country's 
private sector, addressed approximately 100 top business executives who 

are membere of EVEMENIC [no expansion given] and criticized the businessmen 
who have viewed the revolutionary process with indifference and have become 
bogged down in demands instead of devoting themselves to production. 


"I have noted personally with much concern that some sectors within private 
enterprise are apparently unwilling or unable to understand the situation 
that our country is experiencing. 


"I have seen fear regarding the realization of productive activities to 
reconstruct our country. I have even begun to think about two historical 
events that we have experienced in the past 8 years--the 1972 earthquake 
and the war of liberation which resulted in the triumph of the Sandinist 
people's revolution, the revolution which we are all conducting and in 
which all Nicaraguans should become involved. 


"And I have found, in reality, a great difference between what the private 
sector did in 1973 and what it is doing in 1979 and 1980," he said. 


Arguello said in the first case, "We moved rapidly to reconstruct the city 
of Managua and our economy and we did not ask what the rules of the game 
were or whether those rules would be respected." 


He said now, "When we are staging our own revolution, when we actually have 
a system of broad freedoms, we are asking a number of questions regarding 
the economic reactivation of our fatherland." 


Dr Arguello said firmly that he considers this to be inconsistent and to 
a certain extent even a historical contradiction. "It is inconsistent 
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because at the time, although we were thinking of personal interests, of 
individual interests, we were also thinking about how to restore our 
beloved city of Managua, which was a collective interest, and how to main- 
tain jobe. 


"I experienced that, I talked about it and analyzed it with many private 
sector colleagues. And that time there were no questions. No one asked 
about the rules of the game, yet, today, when we are faced with a flounder- 
ing economy, an economy that has been dealt a hard blow in its backbone, 

I see that many people are wondering whether or not they should reactivate 
their respective companies, forgetting that, ae a businesgman, one's first 
duty is toward those whom one has hired," 


Dr Arguello Ramirez added that, in his view, although businessmen have in 
their hands part of the community's resources and can profit from the re- 
sults of their activity and use these profits as they please, "after having 
contributed to the community," they are also more obliged than anyone else-- 
because of their c*pacity, their history and because they have obtained 
wealth that exceeds the country's measure--to make that wealth produce on 
behalf of the community. 


"At least in my days as a businessman, I used to think that I had to con- 
tribute to the community first. And I did, making my company efficient 
in order to be able to improve the employees’ salaries and incomes, to be 
able to pay taxes and to earn profits for the company's owners." 
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NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


STUDENTS IN CUBA--Two Nicaraguan teachers and 83 students have arrived at 
Nueva Gerona, a city on the Isle of Youth. These students will be enrolled 
in high school there. Another group, which will bring the number of new- 
comers to 600, will arrive next week. This group will go to a new school, 
There are already 456 Nicaraguan students attending the Carlos Fonseca 
Amador school, The new contingent will increase the number of Nicaraguan 
students to 1,056. [PA281552 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 0330 GMT 
28 Mar 80 PA] 


NEW HONDURAN CONSUL--Marta (Elviris) de Trejos, Honduran charge d'affaires 
in our country, has told our Foreign Ministry that her government appointed 
Alejandra Aguero de (Alveiro) as cultural attache and general consul in 
Managua. [Text] [PA281552 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 0300 GMT 

22 Mar 80 PA} 


LOAN DENIAL CANCELS PROJECTS--From the $75 million loan we were supposed 

to have received from the U.S. Goverm ¢, about $6 million was going to 

be used to finance basic municipal proje te. As a result of the U.S. 

refusal to grant us this Joan, these projects will not be implemented, at 
least this year. Nevertheless, we are trying to obtain from local sources 
approximately $3 million, which is 50 percent of what we need to finance 
basic municipal projeccs. Students from the School of Engineering of the 
Autonomous University of Nicaragua are working with Health Ministry personnel 
to find a solution to the sewage problem faced by some 20 municipalities. 

If these projects are not implemented this year, we will still have the 
studies carried out by the engineering school students and Health Ministry 
personnel, which we can use next year according to the Sandinist government's 
plan. [Text] [PA271746 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 0300 GMT 27 Mar 80 
PA] 
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WORLDWIDE SERIAL REPORTS 


WORLDWIDE REPORT: Environmental Quality 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Epidemiology 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Law of the Sea 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Nuclear Development and Proliferation 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Telecommunications Policy, Research and Development 
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